Stop with the complaining!!!
Posted by KYCoug - 2007/12/26 18:23

| already can't stand all the complaining about how bad the O-Line is or how boneheaded the play calling was. When we
focused on passing in a game there were complaints about the running game, when we ran someone didn't like that. It's
been that way all year and guess what!!! We just won our bowl and are 11-2.

I'm sure next year after we go undefeated and win a BC$ game there will be those who can't understand why we didn't
do something different or we'll never compete for a NC until something gets fixed.

| say it about time to just enjoy the victory, salute the season and feel we are in good hands with the best coach and staff
out there.

| was hopeful for 9-4 this year and am doing flips at what we've accomplished. | can't wait until next year!!!
Go Cougs!

L Hatton
Louisville KY

Re:Stop with the complaining!!!
Posted by Gfunkcougar - 2007/12/26 19:04

Great Post, Karma to you for that post. | also thought a 9-4 record would have been awesome, | would have never

BCS Game. Go Cougs

Re:Stop with the complaining!!!
Posted by SFCougar - 2007/12/26 19:28

Amen! | am so happy with how this season went. While | always have high expectations, who really thought we could
repeat what we accomplished last year? This year's team really worked hard and were conference champs and Bowl
Champs! Ilove BYU, I love BYU Football, and | love what the program stands for and has accomplished under Bronco.
It has only been a couple of days since | got back from the Las Vegas Bowl and | already can't wait for next season to
start!

Go Cougs!!

Re:Stop with the complaining!!!
Posted by JDMPH - 2007/12/26 19:39

KYCoug, you got Karma Points for your post. Thank you. Amen.

Re:Stop with the complaining!!!
Posted by nigmadu - 2007/12/26 19:50

Agree. Funny how last year 11-2 was great and this year it is not enough.

Re:Stop with the complaining!!!
Posted by A_King - 2007/12/26 20:14
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Agreed!

Two 11-2 seasons in a row and we already can't keep our heads on straight.

Re:Stop with the complaining!!!
Posted by Phillip_Morgan - 2007/12/26 20:19

nigmadu wrote;
Agree. Funny how last year 11-2 was great and this year it is not enough.

As Bronco has said, the bar has been raised and | think that as fans we have raised our expectations with the bar.

My question is: If we go to a BC$ game in 2008 and 2009, will we be unstatisfied if we got to a third-straight BC$ bowl
game in 2010? When will Cougar fans' expecations rise to those of USC, Florida and Ohio State?

Re:Stop with the complaining!!!
Posted by loopycoug - 2007/12/26 20:20

KYCoug wrote:

| already can't stand all the complaining about how bad the O-Line is or how boneheaded the play calling was. When we
focused on passing in a game there were complaints about the running game, when we ran someone didn't like that. It's
been that way all year and guess what!!! We just won our bowl and are 11-2.

I'm sure next year after we go undefeated and win a BC$ game there will be those who can't understand why we didn't
do something different or we'll never compete for a NC until something gets fixed.

| say it about time to just enjoy the victory, salute the season and feel we are in good hands with the best coach and staff
out there.

| was hopeful for 9-4 this year and am doing flips at what we've accomplished. | can't wait until next year!!!
Go Cougs!
L Hatton

Louisville KY

Are you complaining about the complaining?

Re:Stop with the complaining!!!
Posted by Phillip_Morgan - 2007/12/26 20:21

loopycoug wrote:

KYCoug wrote:

| already can't stand all the complaining about how bad the O-Line is or how boneheaded the play calling was. When we
focused on passing in a game there were complaints about the running game, when we ran someone didn't like that. It's
been that way all year and guess what!!! We just won our bowl and are 11-2.

I'm sure next year after we go undefeated and win a BC$ game there will be those who can't understand why we didn't
do something different or we'll never compete for a NC until something gets fixed.

| say it about time to just enjoy the victory, salute the season and feel we are in good hands with the best coach and staff
out there.

| was hopeful for 9-4 this year and am doing flips at what we've accomplished. | can't wait until next year!!!
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Go Cougs!
L Hatton
Louisville KY

Are you complaining about the complaining?
:‘woohoo: :woohoo: :woohoo: :woohoo: :woohoo: :laugh: :laugh: :laugh: :laugh:

Re:Stop with the complaining!!!
Posted by A_King - 2007/12/26 20:26

| sure HOPE we wouldn't be complaining about a third BCS bowl, unless we were ranked in the top 3 in both the AP and
coach's poll. If we were ranked so high we might deserve a NC bid, and if we get relegated to the fifth best BCS bowl by
being jumped by a 1 or 2 loss team who plays in the NC...well, | would be complaining.

Re:Stop with the complaining!!!
Posted by 4th n 18 - 2007/12/26 21:53

| don't think anyone is complaining about the season! The season was great. 11-2 is a great accomplishment.
Max Hall did better than | ever hoped he could. Harvey Unga was better than | expected. Collie was back to his old self
by the end of the season.

The Vegas Bowl was a sloppy game. We game them every chance to win that game. No amount of optimism can change
that fact. We won, yes! Just the biggest thing to talk about was how we almost lost
Great block though, that was as clutch as it gets.

Re:Stop with the complaining!!!
Posted by Conosticator - 2007/12/26 22:33

Want a good laugh? Go back to one of the MWC predictions threads.
http://www.cougarblue.com/component/option,com_fireboard/Itemid,26/func,view/id,113107/catid,2/limit,8/limitstart,0/

:laugh: :laugh: :laugh: :laugh: :laugh: :laugh:

Re:Stop with the complaining!!!
Posted by NorthernCougar - 2007/12/26 22:46

Conosticator wrote:
Want a good laugh? Go back to one of the MWC predictions threads.

http://www.cougarblue.com/component/option,com_fireboard/Itemid,26/func,view/id,113107/catid,2/limit,8/limitstart,0/
:laugh: :laugh: :laugh: :laugh: :laugh: :laugh:

| am pretty happy with my predictions. My arm hurts now from patting myself on the back.

It is interesting how we look at the Las Vegas Bowl. | am thrilled because we won, and | am frustrated because our O-

Line performed well below expectations. To me there is a big difference between complaining and frustration. But what
do | know!!
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Re:Stop with the complaining!!!
Posted by Metallicat - 2007/12/26 22:54

And Cougarblue is apparently in the "Stop...." phase of the cycle. (Is it just me or does this board seem go through
cycles?)

KYCoug, while | tend to agree with you regarding the success of the season, don't you think the forum would get pretty
boring if every one shared the same views? Isn't hard to have a discussion if everyone agrees? You may not agree with
everyone but isn't that the point of a discussion board?

I've been a long time homer/optimist on this board, but one thing that drives me nuts is when people start telling others
how to post. It's one thing to give a counter argument, it's another to tell everyone who disagrees with you to stop. But,
if that's your style that run with it, just don't be suprised when not everyone agrees.

Re:Stop with the complaining!!!
Posted by Mingjai - 2007/12/26 23:37

Metallicat wrote:
And Cougarblue is apparently in the "Stop...." phase of the cycle. (Is it just me or does this board seem go through
cycles?)

KYCoug, while | tend to agree with you regarding the success of the season, don't you think the forum would get pretty
boring if every one shared the same views? Isn't hard to have a discussion if everyone agrees? You may not agree with
everyone but isn't that the point of a discussion board?

I've been a long time homer/optimist on this board, but one thing that drives me nuts is when people start telling others
how to post. It's one thing to give a counter argument, it's another to tell everyone who disagrees with you to stop. But,
if that's your style that run with it, just don't be suprised when not everyone agrees.

| was just about to say the same thing. To me, BYU's like a family member--it's okay when we family members pick out
things we see that need improvement, but when an outsider says the same thing, he better watch out! The first step to

correcting an error is to recognize there's an error in the first place. | can't think of a safer place to do that then here at

CougarBlue.

Re:Stop with the complaining!!!
Posted by harlinestillopen - 2007/12/27 08:12

Lets face it, Our O line did play terrible. But we won

And NOBODY can complain about the play call at the end of the half to just give it to Harvey. Not one of you, even if you
say you would, would have called a QB kneel. EVERYONE would say just give it to Unga, let him get 2 yards, and end
the half. If he breaks something, then good for him. Your a liar if you say you'd call a knee

Re:Stop with the complaining!!!
Posted by Metallicat - 2007/12/27 08:25

harlinestillopen wrote:
Lets face it, Our O line did play terrible. But we won

And NOBODY can complain about the play call at the end of the half to just give it to Harvey. Not one of you, even if you
say you would, would have called a QB kneel. EVERYONE would say just give it to Unga, let him get 2 yards, and end
the half. If he breaks something, then good for him. Your a liar if you say you'd call a knee

So because harlinestillopen would have called a run play, that must mean EVERYBODY else would have done the same
thing? Because everybody thinks like harline? That's some sound logic there:dry:
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Re:Stop with the complaining!!!
Posted by harlinestillopen - 2007/12/27 08:30

your right, thats what | said.

Seriously, who calls a QB kneel at the end of a half, you always always always just give it to your back, pick up a few and
end the half. In the back of your mind your hoping they break a big one, when in reality, your just hoping for a couple
yards

Metallicat, at the end of the half, in front of the TV or in the stands, were you tellin your buddy, "I hope the cougs just take
a knee."? | doubt it

Re:Stop with the complaining!!!
Posted by Metallicat - 2007/12/27 08:43

harlinestillopen wrote:
Metallicat, at the end of the half, in front of the TV or in the stands, were you tellin your buddy, "I hope the cougs just take
a knee."? | doubt it

Actually, that's EXACTLY what | said. You have your strategy, | have mine. When, you have a two score lead and
momentum in a defensive struggle there is no reason to take a chance. But, that's my opinion.

Re:Stop with the complaining!!!
Posted by azcavalier - 2007/12/27 08:44

harlinestillopen wrote:
your right, thats what | said.

Seriously, who calls a QB kneel at the end of a half, you always always always just give it to your back, pick up a few and
end the half. In the back of your mind your hoping they break a big one, when in reality, your just hoping for a couple
yards

Metallicat, at the end of the half, in front of the TV or in the stands, were you tellin your buddy, "I hope the cougs just take
a knee."? | doubt it

And | agree. | was thinking, "Just hand it to Unga (or someone) for a safe run up the middle, and go into the half with a
comfy lead." We run that play twenty times, and nineteen times it's a one yard gain and the half ends. RARELY does
someone fumble the ball BEFORE they get to the line of scrimmage. It's enough to drive a man to drink...

Re:Stop with the complaining!!!
Posted by harlinestillopen - 2007/12/27 08:45

harlinestillopen wrote:
liar

lol, just kidding, ok, ok, maybe | went to far.

| just don't see what the big deal is, if he wouldn't have fumbled no body would have said, oh dang, they should have
taken a knee. It wasn't a dumb call by any means (atleast in my mind). It was just poor exicution.
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Re:Stop with the complaining!!!
Posted by BoiseBYU - 2007/12/27 08:50

Ok let's talk politics then...just kidding! What | find amazing is that with how dominated we were on both sides of the line
of scrimmage, we still found a way to win....That is having that hard to find, hard to define magic and we got it in spades!
I'll take that over great offensive stats, like what we had against..... TULSA!

Re:Stop with the complaining!!!
Posted by Ygridirondever - 2007/12/27 08:59

harlinestillopen wrote:
Seriously, who calls a QB kneel at the end of a half...
Purdue...who must have learned something from BYU!

Re:Stop with the complaining!!!
Posted by azcavalier - 2007/12/27 09:07

Ygridiron4ever wrote:

harlinestillopen wrote:

Seriously, who calls a QB kneel at the end of a half...
Purdue...who must have learned something from BYU!

It's amazing the influence that BYU has on other football programs...first it's the forward pass, the multi-functional TE, the
goofy punt-protection scheme (which i've seen MANY teams implement this season), and now it's the pre-halftime-kneel-
down-so-that-you-don't-fumble-the-ball-and-give-the-other-team-a-chance play. Amazing!

Re:Stop with the complaining!!!
Posted by Ygridirondever - 2007/12/27 09:17

azcavalier wrote:

Ygridiron4ever wrote:

harlinestillopen wrote:

Seriously, who calls a QB kneel at the end of a half...
Purdue...who must have learned something from BYU!

It's amazing the influence that BYU has on other football programs...first it's the forward pass, the multi-functional TE, the
goofy punt-protection scheme (which i've seen MANY teams implement this season), and now it's the pre-halftime-kneel-
down-so-that-you-don't-fumble-the-ball-and-give-the-other-team-a-chance play. Amazing!

Don't forget all the college and pro coaches who did some time under LaVell!B)

Re:Stop with the complaining!!!
Posted by jaga97 - 2007/12/27 09:46

How many 95 yard run plays has BYU had in its history.
0 - the longest run on record is 93 yards by Weldon Jackson 1958.

How many times have we had a 95 yard drive with 20 seconds on the clock.
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0 - but we did have a 97 yard pass Detmer to Drage 1991 and an NCAA record. There was not 20 seconds left at the half
when the play happened.

Every coach downs the ball at the half with less than 20 seconds on the clock and over 90 yards to go.

| understand it would be different if we were at the 35 and a turnover doesn't guarantee a touchdown for the other team.

Anae and Bronco accepted responsibility, why can't Harlinestillopen. Bronco and Anae have both said they would not do
it again.

Thanks for creating another forum for us to complain.

The last time we blocked a field goal prior to Vegas - 2001 Jutin Ena at San diego State.

Re:Stop with the complaining!!!
Posted by gordito - 2007/12/27 09:47

Metallicat wrote:
And Cougarblue is apparently in the "Stop...." phase of the cycle. (Is it just me or does this board seem go through
cycles?)

KYCoug, while | tend to agree with you regarding the success of the season, don't you think the forum would get pretty
boring if every one shared the same views? Isn't hard to have a discussion if everyone agrees? You may not agree with
everyone but isn't that the point of a discussion board?

I've been a long time homer/optimist on this board, but one thing that drives me nuts is when people start telling others
how to post. It's one thing to give a counter argument, it's another to tell everyone who disagrees with you to stop. But,
if that's your style that run with it, just don't be suprised when not everyone agrees.

THANK YOU!!

Don't tell me not to criticize play calls and performances. Nobody ever said the season was a failure--and we don't have
to be oblivious to mistakes to be good fans. Not kneeling was the wrong call and the O-line was dominated. Stop trying to

tell me that | can't say that on this board.

Karma for your post Cat.

Re:Stop with the complaining!!!
Posted by cougarfan87 - 2007/12/27 10:10

Liar was a little strong, especially since it was incorrect. Count me with those that questioned the call before the snap
even occured. With the calling a fair catch inside the 10 yard line (boneheaded play #1), it was a no brainer to take a
knee and go into the half up by 11. Why risk anything more than you have to when you can go into the half up by two
scores? The play with the least amount of risk in that situation is a QB kneel. When | saw them line up in the | formation
my exact thought was, "That is an odd looking victory formation."

I'll add, without that boneheaded play, BYU wins this game with a lot more breathing room. It took away some of the
satisfaction for me, but thankfully was a lesson that Bronco and Anae learned on the cheap since it ultimately did not cost
us the game. That mistake will not happen again, so we can all breathe a sigh of relief when put in that situation again.

Re:Stop with the complaining!!!
Posted by KYCoug - 2007/12/27 10:17

| guess you can't really complain about complaining without being a complainer yourself...:dry: | also agree this site
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would be a bit booring if no one complained. | also agree we should be all one big BYU family and tolerant of each other.

Anyway, hope everyone had a wonderful Christmas

L Hatton
Louisville KY

PS Santa should have focused more on the run but his OL raindeer were playing terrible. He made a bone head play
and didn't make it down the chimney. Plus Blitzen didn't have a sack the whole night...what's up with that!:woohoo:

Re:Stop with the complaining!!!
Posted by Ygridirondever - 2007/12/27 10:22

cougarfan87 wrote:

That mistake will not happen again, so we can all breathe a sigh of relief when put in that situation again.

| both hope and believe you are right; | guess that means | have faith in Bronco et al. | have to admit that | am still under
the influence of one of my biggest anxiety-producers: the last two minutes of the half or the game. Maybe | have the
wrong colored glasses on - but it seems to me that many, many times BYU has scored or had a great play with 2 minutes
on the clock only to let the opponent get some points and take the momemtum away! It happened again in Las Vegas.
...But | have faith!!!

Re:Stop with the complaining!!!
Posted by bengel - 2007/12/27 10:31

harlinestillopen wrote:
Lets face it, Our O line did play terrible. But we won

And NOBODY can complain about the play call at the end of the half to just give it to Harvey. Not one of you, even if you
say you would, would have called a QB kneel. EVERYONE would say just give it to Unga, let him get 2 yards, and end
the half. If he breaks something, then good for him. Your a liar if you say you'd call a knee

| turned to my son and said they should take a knee to end the half. Even the coaching staff has acknowledged that
might have been a good idea. Can you?

Re:Stop with the complaining!!!
Posted by harlinestillopen - 2007/12/27 10:39

jaga97 wrote:
How many 95 yard run plays has BYU had in its history.

0 - the longest run on record is 93 yards by Weldon Jackson 1958.

How many times have we had a 95 yard drive with 20 seconds on the clock.

0 - but we did have a 97 yard pass Detmer to Drage 1991 and an NCAA record. There was not 20 seconds left at the half
when the play happened.

Every coach downs the ball at the half with less than 20 seconds on the clock and over 90 yards to go.

| understand it would be different if we were at the 35 and a turnover doesn't guarantee a touchdown for the other team.

Anae and Bronco accepted responsibility, why can't Harlinestillopen. Bronco and Anae have both said they would not do
it again.
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Thanks for creating another forum for us to complain.
The last time we blocked a field goal prior to Vegas - 2001 Jutin Ena at San diego State.
how long was that run by Braithweight (sp?) in like 20027 I'm pretty sure that was over 90 yards.

First off, Lair was strong, and I'm sorry for calling, what looks like, this whole board a liar. I'm sorry. | however would not
have taken the knee. I'm not saying that Harvey would have broke anything. Infact, would have been suprised if he would
have gotten more than 5 yards, considering what UCLA's Defense was doing against the run. BUT, what if he would
have. What if he would have gotten 5 yards. 2 yards. 0 yards. Nobody would be saying anything.

Thats the point I'm trying to get across, if Unga would have gotten 0-5 yards, no body says a thing.

| still think it was a smart call and just poor exicution. I'm not going to change my mind on this. Sure looking back on it,
taking a knee would have been a good choice, but thats only because Unga fumbled it. How many fumbles did Unga
have this year? like 4 maybe? The odds were pretty good to just run it up the middle. | could see everyone saying it was
a bad call if it would have been some reverse or counter, or option or something like that. but it was just a simple run up
the middle, no chances were taken

Re:Stop with the complaining!!!
Posted by harlinestillopen - 2007/12/27 10:40

bengel wrote:
harlinestillopen wrote:
Lets face it, Our O line did play terrible. But we won

And NOBODY can complain about the play call at the end of the half to just give it to Harvey. Not one of you, even if you
say you would, would have called a QB kneel. EVERYONE would say just give it to Unga, let him get 2 yards, and end
the half. If he breaks something, then good for him. Your a liar if you say you'd call a knee

| turned to my son and said they should take a knee to end the half. Even the coaching staff has acknowledged that
might have been a good idea. Can you?

lol, oops, | miss read the post. | take back what | said

Re:Stop with the complaining!!!
Posted by HuskerFan2 - 2007/12/27 10:46

The whole of the season (11-2) outweighed the problems that occurred within the games themselves. The best part is
that the coaching staff is young and immature but BYU still put up two 11 win seasons. Eventually Bronco and Anae will
be seasoned veterans at their positions and with the right talent base and a little luck an undefeated season is a real
possibility in the future.

Re:Stop with the complaining!!!
Posted by cougarfan87 - 2007/12/27 10:57

harlinestillopen wrote:
how long was that run by Braithweight (sp?) in like 2002? I'm pretty sure that was over 90 yards.

First off, Lair was strong, and I'm sorry for calling, what looks like, this whole board a liar. I'm sorry. | however would not
have taken the knee. I'm not saying that Harvey would have broke anything. Infact, would have been suprised if he would
have gotten more than 5 yards, considering what UCLA's Defense was doing against the run. BUT, what if he would
have. What if he would have gotten 5 yards. 2 yards. 0 yards. Nobody would be saying anything.
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Thats the point I'm trying to get across, if Unga would have gotten 0-5 yards, no body says a thing.

| still think it was a smart call and just poor exicution. I'm not going to change my mind on this. Sure looking back on it,
taking a knee would have been a good choice, but thats only because Unga fumbled it. How many fumbles did Unga
have this year? like 4 maybe? The odds were pretty good to just run it up the middle. | could see everyone saying it was
a bad call if it would have been some reverse or counter, or option or something like that. but it was just a simple run up
the middle, no chances were taken

| think the problem is in calling it a "smart" call. It wasn't a smart call. The smart call was to take a knee and go in up by
two scores when you were not seriously entertaining scoring. Now if Unga rolls off the pile and scores on a 95 yard run a
la Mike Hague, it looks genious. However, you have to play the percentages in this situation.

The best percentage for going in up by two scores was to take a knee. Fumbles happen in the center-QB exchange, but
the victory formation puts plenty of people around to jump on the ball (hence my observation that it was a weird looking
victory formation).

| will agree that the execution was the main problem. Running the ball was not as risky as say, dropping back to throw a
hail mary--a good way to get a sack and a safety, or throwing a WR screen--a good play for a pick for six in that situation.
However, the point is that the risk in running the ball given the circumstances should have outweighed the slim chance
of reward.

That being said, we got away with it and | don't think it will happen again. | am sure Bronco and Anae saw how much the
turnover and score swung momentum in UCLA's favor. | think the second half would have played out differently had we
not given up that fumble turned into a touchdown. We would have had the momentum and played more to win than not
to lose.

Re:Stop with the complaining!!!
Posted by Conosticator - 2007/12/27 11:22

Metallicat wrote:
And Cougarblue is apparently in the "Stop...." phase of the cycle. (Is it just me or does this board seem go through
cycles?)

KYCoug, while | tend to agree with you regarding the success of the season, don't you think the forum would get pretty
boring if every one shared the same views? Isn't hard to have a discussion if everyone agrees? You may not agree with
everyone but isn't that the point of a discussion board?

I've been a long time homer/optimist on this board, but one thing that drives me nuts is when people start telling others
how to post. It's one thing to give a counter argument, it's another to tell everyone who disagrees with you to stop. But,
if that's your style that run with it, just don't be suprised when not everyone agrees.

Please... would you just stop talking about "stop phases" and cycles? :dry:

Re:Stop with the complaining!!!
Posted by Conosticator - 2007/12/27 11:26

Ygridiron4ever wrote:

azcavalier wrote:

Ygridiron4ever wrote:

harlinestillopen wrote:

Seriously, who calls a QB kneel at the end of a half...
Purdue...who must have learned something from BYU!

It's amazing the influence that BYU has on other football programs...first it's the forward pass, the multi-functional TE, the
goofy punt-protection scheme (which i've seen MANY teams implement this season), and now it's the pre-halftime-kneel-
down-so-that-you-don't-fumble-the-ball-and-give-the-other-team-a-chance play. Amazing!

Don't forget all the college and pro coaches who did some time under LaVell!B)
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And don't forget all the Miami players that did some time in the penal system! :)

Re:Stop with the complaining!!!
Posted by Phillip_Morgan - 2007/12/27 12:07

harlinestillopen wrote:

jaga97 wrote:

How many 95 yard run plays has BYU had in its history.

0 - the longest run on record is 93 yards by Weldon Jackson 1958.

How many times have we had a 95 yard drive with 20 seconds on the clock.

0 - but we did have a 97 yard pass Detmer to Drage 1991 and an NCAA record. There was not 20 seconds left at the half
when the play happened.

Every coach downs the ball at the half with less than 20 seconds on the clock and over 90 yards to go.
| understand it would be different if we were at the 35 and a turnover doesn't guarantee a touchdown for the other team.

Anae and Bronco accepted responsibility, why can't Harlinestillopen. Bronco and Anae have both said they would not do
it again.

Thanks for creating another forum for us to complain.
The last time we blocked a field goal prior to Vegas - 2001 Jutin Ena at San diego State.
... ho chances were taken

There is only one play in all of football where "no chance is taken" on the play and that is a kneel down in victory
formation. There is a reason why teams use that formation and not a shotgun or a normal pro set. IT IS SAFE!!!

As for your other comments (which | won't quote) After the punt even the announcers said that BYU would take a knee,
"and take Santa and their lead into the locker room".

***\WARNING! Semi-sarcastic remarks***
| believe that as fans of the Lord's university we are intitled to revelation about the team. This goes for good outcomes
and bad.

How many of you knew ... not just hoped ... that Beck and Co. would comeback against Utah in 20067 | did. | was lucky
enough to be on the sidelines for the game and after Utah scored | had a peaceful feeling that we were going to win. The
same thing happened to me this year. Again | was on the sidelines and was able to have a great view of everything.
From the 4th & 18 to Harvey's TD. | KNEW THAT BYU WAS GOING TO WIN THAT GAME!

As for the bad, (and | appologize for re-opening old wounds) in 2004 when BYU was playing at Boise St. | was on my
mission in Southern California. As many of you know, KSL's signal travels quite some distance when the sun goes down,
and my companion and | were searching the AM signals for some classical music to listen too just before bed and as we
fell asleep, needless to say we never found the classical music when we happened to hear Greg Wrubell's voice.

I knew how the past season and a half had gone so | was surprised to hear that BYU was still in the game. Long story
shorter ... When Boise called timout to ice Payne, in my head (my companion was a asleep by that point) | said that he
was going to missed it. | didn't normally think that way (as anyone I'm as much of a homer as anyone), but on that night |
knew that he was going to miss it and we were going to lose.

»*Tangent over **

Back to the actual topic, when | saw that BYU wasn't in a victory formation | said, "This isn't good." | said that out loud.
Sure enough ... well you guys know what happened.

So in summary, | think that BYU should have knelt on the ball even if Harvey scored a 95-yard TD. The former is SAFE
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the latter is LUCK.

Re:Stop with the complaining!!!
Posted by BoiseBYU - 2007/12/27 12:20

Phillip_Morgan wrote:

harlinestillopen wrote:

jaga97 wrote:

How many 95 yard run plays has BYU had in its history.

0 - the longest run on record is 93 yards by Weldon Jackson 1958.

How many times have we had a 95 yard drive with 20 seconds on the clock.

0 - but we did have a 97 yard pass Detmer to Drage 1991 and an NCAA record. There was not 20 seconds left at the half
when the play happened.

Every coach downs the ball at the half with less than 20 seconds on the clock and over 90 yards to go.

| understand it would be different if we were at the 35 and a turnover doesn't guarantee a touchdown for the other team.

Anae and Bronco accepted responsibility, why can't Harlinestillopen. Bronco and Anae have both said they would not do
it again.

Thanks for creating another forum for us to complain.
The last time we blocked a field goal prior to Vegas - 2001 Jutin Ena at San diego State.
... ho chances were taken

There is only one play in all of football where "no chance is taken" on the play and that is a kneel down in victory
formation. There is a reason why teams use that formation and not a shotgun or a normal pro set. IT IS SAFE!!!

As for your other comments (which | won't quote) After the punt even the announcers said that BYU would take a knee,
"and take Santa and their lead into the locker room".

***\WARNING! Semi-sarcastic remarks***
| believe that as fans of the Lord's university we are intitled to revelation about the team. This goes for good outcomes
and bad.

How many of you knew ... not just hoped ... that Beck and Co. would comeback against Utah in 20067 | did. | was lucky
enough to be on the sidelines for the game and after Utah scored | had a peaceful feeling that we were going to win. The
same thing happened to me this year. Again | was on the sidelines and was able to have a great view of everything.
From the 4th & 18 to Harvey's TD. | KNEW THAT BYU WAS GOING TO WIN THAT GAME!

As for the bad, (and | appologize for re-opening old wounds) in 2004 when BYU was playing at Boise St. | was on my
mission in Southern California. As many of you know, KSL's signal travels quite some distance when the sun goes down,
and my companion and | were searching the AM signals for some classical music to listen too just before bed and as we
fell asleep, needless to say we never found the classical music when we happened to hear Greg Wrubell's voice.

I knew how the past season and a half had gone so | was surprised to hear that BYU was still in the game. Long story
shorter ... When Boise called timout to ice Payne, in my head (my companion was a asleep by that point) | said that he
was going to missed it. | didn't normally think that way (as anyone I'm as much of a homer as anyone), but on that night |
knew that he was going to miss it and we were going to lose.

»*Tangent over **

Back to the actual topic, when | saw that BYU wasn't in a victory formation | said, "This isn't good." | said that out loud.
Sure enough ... well you guys know what happened.

So in summary, | think that BYU should have knelt on the ball even if Harvey scored a 95-yard TD. The former is SAFE

Forum - Cougarblue FireBoard Forum Component version: 1.0.4 Generated: 8 January, 2009, 21:33



the latter is LUCK.

So YOU are to blame for Payne missing? ;) | died a painful death that day, figuratively speaking....

Re:Stop with the complaining!!!
Posted by Phillip_Morgan - 2007/12/27 12:23

BoiseBYU wrote:
So YOU are to blame for Payne missing? ;) | died a painful death that day, figuratively speaking....

| feel your Payne

Re:Stop with the complaining!!!
Posted by splitbamboo - 2007/12/27 12:24

cougarfan87 wrote:
harlinestillopen wrote:

how long was that run by Braithweight (sp?) in like 2002? I'm pretty sure that was over 90 yards.

First off, Lair was strong, and I'm sorry for calling, what looks like, this whole board a liar. I'm sorry. | however would not
have taken the knee. I'm not saying that Harvey would have broke anything. Infact, would have been suprised if he would
have gotten more than 5 yards, considering what UCLA's Defense was doing against the run. BUT, what if he would
have. What if he would have gotten 5 yards. 2 yards. 0 yards. Nobody would be saying anything.

Thats the point I'm trying to get across, if Unga would have gotten 0-5 yards, no body says a thing.

| still think it was a smart call and just poor exicution. I'm not going to change my mind on this. Sure looking back on it,
taking a knee would have been a good choice, but thats only because Unga fumbled it. How many fumbles did Unga
have this year? like 4 maybe? The odds were pretty good to just run it up the middle. | could see everyone saying it was
a bad call if it would have been some reverse or counter, or option or something like that. but it was just a simple run up
the middle, no chances were taken

| think the problem is in calling it a "smart" call. It wasn't a smart call. The smart call was to take a knee and go in up by
two scores when you were not seriously entertaining scoring. Now if Unga rolls off the pile and scores on a 95 yard run a
la Mike Hague, it looks genious. However, you have to play the percentages in this situation.

The best percentage for going in up by two scores was to take a knee. Fumbles happen in the center-QB exchange, but
the victory formation puts plenty of people around to jump on the ball (hence my observation that it was a weird looking
victory formation).

| will agree that the execution was the main problem. Running the ball was not as risky as say, dropping back to throw a
hail mary--a good way to get a sack and a safety, or throwing a WR screen--a good play for a pick for six in that situation.
However, the point is that the risk in running the ball given the circumstances should have outweighed the slim chance
of reward.

That being said, we got away with it and | don't think it will happen again. | am sure Bronco and Anae saw how much the
turnover and score swung momentum in UCLA's favor. | think the second half would have played out differently had we
not given up that fumble turned into a touchdown. We would have had the momentum and played more to win than not
to lose.

| think this "take a knee" thing is a joke.

Since we are playing the "what if" game, what if just as Hall is taking a knee, the defensive tackle blows through the line
and strips the ball and lumbers in for the touchdown...

I'm not thinking the handoff to Unga was a risky play. It is amazing the mileage this single play is getting--especially since
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BYU WON!

Re:Stop with the complaining!!!
Posted by jaga97 - 2007/12/27 12:43

splitbamboo wrote:
cougarfan87 wrote:
harlinestillopen wrote:

how long was that run by Braithweight (sp?) in like 20027 I'm pretty sure that was over 90 yards.

First off, Lair was strong, and I'm sorry for calling, what looks like, this whole board a liar. I'm sorry. | however would not
have taken the knee. I'm not saying that Harvey would have broke anything. Infact, would have been suprised if he would
have gotten more than 5 yards, considering what UCLA's Defense was doing against the run. BUT, what if he would
have. What if he would have gotten 5 yards. 2 yards. 0 yards. Nobody would be saying anything.

Thats the point I'm trying to get across, if Unga would have gotten 0-5 yards, no body says a thing.

| still think it was a smart call and just poor exicution. I'm not going to change my mind on this. Sure looking back on it,
taking a knee would have been a good choice, but thats only because Unga fumbled it. How many fumbles did Unga
have this year? like 4 maybe? The odds were pretty good to just run it up the middle. | could see everyone saying it was
a bad call if it would have been some reverse or counter, or option or something like that. but it was just a simple run up
the middle, no chances were taken

| think the problem is in calling it a "smart" call. It wasn't a smart call. The smart call was to take a knee and go in up by
two scores when you were not seriously entertaining scoring. Now if Unga rolls off the pile and scores on a 95 yard run a
la Mike Hague, it looks genious. However, you have to play the percentages in this situation.

The best percentage for going in up by two scores was to take a knee. Fumbles happen in the center-QB exchange, but
the victory formation puts plenty of people around to jump on the ball (hence my observation that it was a weird looking
victory formation).

| will agree that the execution was the main problem. Running the ball was not as risky as say, dropping back to throw a
hail mary--a good way to get a sack and a safety, or throwing a WR screen--a good play for a pick for six in that situation.
However, the point is that the risk in running the ball given the circumstances should have outweighed the slim chance
of reward.

That being said, we got away with it and | don't think it will happen again. | am sure Bronco and Anae saw how much the
turnover and score swung momentum in UCLA's favor. | think the second half would have played out differently had we
not given up that fumble turned into a touchdown. We would have had the momentum and played more to win than not
to lose.

| think this "take a knee" thing is a joke.

Since we are playing the "what if" game, what if just as Hall is taking a knee, the defensive tackle blows through the line
and strips the ball and lumbers in for the touchdown...

I'm not thinking the handoff to Unga was a risky play. It is amazing the mileage this single play is getting--especially since
BYU WON!

Winning doesn't change the logic behind kneeling the ball in this situation.
Next time we are ahead by 30 we should onside kick since the risk doesn't matter.

Even if Unga hold onto the ball and gets 5 yards it is a stupid call. The play was not going to add points to the board and
that is all that matters. The time on the clock, lead on the scoreboard, and position of the ball on the field made it a bone
headed call. | am over it and hold no ill thoughts for Anae or Bronco. They were man enough to own up to it. Some
people on this board are not as smart and would make the same mistake in the future. | am glad that certain people have
no control of BYU football.
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Re:Stop with the complaining!!!
Posted by splitbamboo - 2007/12/27 12:48

Well, that is why they're coaching and we're just jawing on a bulletin board...

Re:Stop with the complaining!!!
Posted by harlinestillopen - 2007/12/27 13:09

jaga97 wrote:
splitbamboo wrote:
cougarfan87 wrote:
harlinestillopen wrote:

how long was that run by Braithweight (sp?) in like 20027 I'm pretty sure that was over 90 yards.

First off, Lair was strong, and I'm sorry for calling, what looks like, this whole board a liar. I'm sorry. | however would not
have taken the knee. I'm not saying that Harvey would have broke anything. Infact, would have been suprised if he would
have gotten more than 5 yards, considering what UCLA's Defense was doing against the run. BUT, what if he would
have. What if he would have gotten 5 yards. 2 yards. 0 yards. Nobody would be saying anything.

Thats the point I'm trying to get across, if Unga would have gotten 0-5 yards, no body says a thing.

| still think it was a smart call and just poor exicution. I'm not going to change my mind on this. Sure looking back on it,
taking a knee would have been a good choice, but thats only because Unga fumbled it. How many fumbles did Unga
have this year? like 4 maybe? The odds were pretty good to just run it up the middle. | could see everyone saying it was
a bad call if it would have been some reverse or counter, or option or something like that. but it was just a simple run up
the middle, no chances were taken

| think the problem is in calling it a "smart" call. It wasn't a smart call. The smart call was to take a knee and go in up by
two scores when you were not seriously entertaining scoring. Now if Unga rolls off the pile and scores on a 95 yard run a
la Mike Hague, it looks genious. However, you have to play the percentages in this situation.

The best percentage for going in up by two scores was to take a knee. Fumbles happen in the center-QB exchange, but
the victory formation puts plenty of people around to jump on the ball (hence my observation that it was a weird looking
victory formation).

| will agree that the execution was the main problem. Running the ball was not as risky as say, dropping back to throw a
hail mary--a good way to get a sack and a safety, or throwing a WR screen--a good play for a pick for six in that situation.
However, the point is that the risk in running the ball given the circumstances should have outweighed the slim chance
of reward.

That being said, we got away with it and | don't think it will happen again. | am sure Bronco and Anae saw how much the
turnover and score swung momentum in UCLA's favor. | think the second half would have played out differently had we
not given up that fumble turned into a touchdown. We would have had the momentum and played more to win than not
to lose.

| think this "take a knee" thing is a joke.

Since we are playing the "what if" game, what if just as Hall is taking a knee, the defensive tackle blows through the line
and strips the ball and lumbers in for the touchdown...

I'm not thinking the handoff to Unga was a risky play. It is amazing the mileage this single play is getting--especially since
BYU WON!

Winning doesn't change the logic behind kneeling the ball in this situation.
Next time we are ahead by 30 we should onside kick since the risk doesn't matter.

Even if Unga hold onto the ball and gets 5 yards it is a stupid call. The play was not going to add points to the board and
that is all that matters. The time on the clock, lead on the scoreboard, and position of the ball on the field made it a bone
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headed call. | am over it and hold no ill thoughts for Anae or Bronco. They were man enough to own up to it. Some
people on this board are not as smart and would make the same mistake in the future. | am glad that certain people have
no control of BYU football.

hhhmmmm, was that directed at me?

| don't know what else to say, | would have made the same call as Anae. In the future, since this happened, | probably
would take the knee. But | just don't think that call was stupid.

This is getting really long for a thread about one play, but I'm bored at work, and am in shock by everyone saying it was a
stupid play (and claiming it was still stupid if there wouldn't have been a fumble).

Re:Stop with the complaining!!!
Posted by cougarfan87 - 2007/12/27 13:19

splitbamboo wrote:
| think this "take a knee" thing is a joke.

Since we are playing the "what if" game, what if just as Hall is taking a knee, the defensive tackle blows through the line
and strips the ball and lumbers in for the touchdown...

I'm not thinking the handoff to Unga was a risky play. It is amazing the mileage this single play is getting--especially since
BYU WON!

Actually, | wasn't taking a "what if* approach but doing a risk analysis based on what BYU was trying to accomplish.

What was BYU trying to accomplish by running the ball? Were they trying to score on the play? If so, they would not
have chosen a run up the middle when UCLA expected that BYU is going to run out the clock and go in up by 11
(remember UCLA's coach was surprised BYU did not take a knee), UCLA had been stuffing the run all half, and a run
keeps the clock running. Hence, running the ball up the middle is the last thing you want to do if trying to score under
these circumstances. If BYU was truly trying to score, they would have done something even more boneheaded and
risky, such as drop back to throw a deep out pattern so the reciever could get out of bounds.

So, if not trying to score, why else run the ball? Perhaps Anae wanted to give Unga one more carry to leave the half with
a good taste. While that seems like a logical reason, under the circumstances, it would be unwise. As mentioned above,
you know UCLA is playing run all the way. If you are trying to build confidence, why run into the middle of the pile you
know will surely be there.

So, what other reason is there to run the ball under these circumstances? Well, obviously to run out the clock. However,
if your primary goal is to run out the clock, the safest way to do that is to take a knee in the victory formation. In the
victory formation, the QB is surrounded by players who can block those busting through, or jump on the ball if a fumbled
exchange takes place. Assuming that someone does bust through and get the ball, the victory formation also has one in
the back field to act as a safety. It has been proven to be an effective formation, since all pro teams and college teams
trying to run out the clock when it cannot be stopped use it.

In sum, maybe the argument isn't that running the ball is a bad play call, but it did not match what BYU's primary goal
should have been under the circumstances (being pinned inside the 10 with less then 10 seconds to go, up by 11 points
in a defensive struggle). In my opinion, the only sensible goal under those circumstances is to run out the clock as safe
as possible, and go into the half with a two score lead. Anything else wouldn't be worth the risk.

People point to the fact that we won to sort of let this gaffe go.

Yes, we won, but it was in spite of Bronco's and Anae's decision to run the ball, not because of it. Fortunately, | will
breathe easier knowing that we got away with one, and that Bronco and Anae will never do that again if BYU finds itself
in the same circumstances.

But, reasonable minds can differ.

Re:Stop with the complaining!!!
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Posted by Metallicat - 2007/12/27 14:38

harlinestillopen wrote:
it was just a simple run up the middle, no chances were taken

| think one could make the argument that they took the chance of fumbling the ball and giving UCLA the ball inside the
five which could then lead to a UCLA TD.:P

Re:Stop with the complaining!!!
Posted by harlinestillopen - 2007/12/27 14:40

Metallicat wrote:
harlinestillopen wrote:
it was just a simple run up the middle, no chances were taken

| think one could make the argument that they took the chance of fumbling the ball and giving UCLA the ball inside the
five which could then lead to a UCLA TD.:P

haha, good point. But they could have fumbled the snap if they'd have tried to take a knee. There is no completely safe
play in football

Re:Stop with the complaining!!!
Posted by cougarfan87 - 2007/12/27 15:09

harlinestillopen wrote:

Metallicat wrote:

harlinestillopen wrote:

it was just a simple run up the middle, no chances were taken

| think one could make the argument that they took the chance of fumbling the ball and giving UCLA the ball inside the
five which could then lead to a UCLA TD.:P

haha, good point. But they could have fumbled the snap if they'd have tried to take a knee. There is no completely safe
play in football

While there is no completely safe play in football, some are safer than others. When in the victory formation, the QB is
surrounded by players so that if he fumbles the snap, someone can jump on the ball, or at least shield the QB while he
dives on it. | cannot recall ever seeing a team lose the ball on a turnover in the victory formation. I'm not saying it hasn't
happened, but | don't recall ever seeing it happen. | have seen lots of turnovers when guys fumble running the ball.

Re:Stop with the complaining!!!
Posted by harlinestillopen - 2007/12/27 15:15

cougarfan87 wrote:

harlinestillopen wrote:

Metallicat wrote:

harlinestillopen wrote:

it was just a simple run up the middle, no chances were taken

| think one could make the argument that they took the chance of fumbling the ball and giving UCLA the ball inside the
five which could then lead to a UCLA TD.:P

haha, good point. But they could have fumbled the snap if they'd have tried to take a knee. There is no completely safe
play in football
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While there is no completely safe play in football, some are safer than others. When in the victory formation, the QB is
surrounded by players so that if he fumbles the snap, someone can jump on the ball, or at least shield the QB while he
dives on it. | cannot recall ever seeing a team lose the ball on a turnover in the victory formation. I'm not saying it hasn't
happened, but | don't recall ever seeing it happen. | have seen lots of turnovers when guys fumble running the ball.

It seems like the chances of a fumble happening on a QB knee and run up the middle are just about the same in my
book...... ok not really, but pretty close. | agree completely, the chances are slim to nill of fumbles happening on either

Re:Stop with the complaining!!!
Posted by shigacoug - 2007/12/27 22:01

Running the ball in that situation is definitely not a "smart" play, but | think it's a little harsh to call it a "boneheaded" play.
On a scale of 1 to 10, 10 being a "genius" play and 1 being a "utarded" play, | call this a 4 being a "foolish" play, which
one spot above "idiotic" and one below "pointless”. Just for reference a "boneheaded" is at 2, and would include the
Crowton pass against Stanford when we were trying to run out the clock.

But seriously, the chances of a fumble in that situation were pretty small. It was just an unfortunate result.

Re:Stop with the complaining!!!
Posted by A_King - 2007/12/27 22:31

Phillip_Morgan wrote:
BoiseBYU wrote:

So YOU are to blame for Payne missing? ;) | died a painful death that day, figuratively speaking....

| feel your Payne
| docked you two karma points for a bad pun. :P:laugh:

Re:Stop with the complaining!!!
Posted by MajorCougar - 2007/12/28 02:28

cougarfan87 wrote:
splitbamboo wrote:
| think this "take a knee" thing is a joke.

Since we are playing the "what if" game, what if just as Hall is taking a knee, the defensive tackle blows through the line
and strips the ball and lumbers in for the touchdown...

I'm not thinking the handoff to Unga was a risky play. It is amazing the mileage this single play is getting--especially since
BYU WON!

Actually, | wasn't taking a "what if* approach but doing a risk analysis based on what BYU was trying to accomplish.

What was BYU trying to accomplish by running the ball? Were they trying to score on the play? If so, they would not
have chosen a run up the middle when UCLA expected that BYU is going to run out the clock and go in up by 11
(remember UCLA's coach was surprised BYU did not take a knee), UCLA had been stuffing the run all half, and a run
keeps the clock running. Hence, running the ball up the middle is the last thing you want to do if trying to score under
these circumstances. If BYU was truly trying to score, they would have done something even more boneheaded and
risky, such as drop back to throw a deep out pattern so the reciever could get out of bounds.

So, if not trying to score, why else run the ball? Perhaps Anae wanted to give Unga one more carry to leave the half with
a good taste. While that seems like a logical reason, under the circumstances, it would be unwise. As mentioned above,
you know UCLA is playing run all the way. If you are trying to build confidence, why run into the middle of the pile you
know will surely be there.
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So, what other reason is there to run the ball under these circumstances? Well, obviously to run out the clock. However,
if your primary goal is to run out the clock, the safest way to do that is to take a knee in the victory formation. In the
victory formation, the QB is surrounded by players who can block those busting through, or jump on the ball if a fumbled
exchange takes place. Assuming that someone does bust through and get the ball, the victory formation also has one in
the back field to act as a safety. It has been proven to be an effective formation, since all pro teams and college teams
trying to run out the clock when it cannot be stopped use it.

In sum, maybe the argument isn't that running the ball is a bad play call, but it did not match what BYU's primary goal
should have been under the circumstances (being pinned inside the 10 with less then 10 seconds to go, up by 11 points
in a defensive struggle). In my opinion, the only sensible goal under those circumstances is to run out the clock as safe
as possible, and go into the half with a two score lead. Anything else wouldn't be worth the risk.

People point to the fact that we won to sort of let this gaffe go.

Yes, we won, but it was in spite of Bronco's and Anae's decision to run the ball, not because of it. Fortunately, | will
breathe easier knowing that we got away with one, and that Bronco and Anae will never do that again if BYU finds itself
in the same circumstances.

But, reasonable minds can differ.

| know this thread is a little old (trying to catch up), but that was a good response, Cougarfan87. Nothing more could be
added or re-analyzed.

Re:Stop with the complaining!!!
Posted by NorthernCougar - 2007/12/28 10:42

harlinestillopen wrote:
Lets face it, Our O line did play terrible. But we won

And NOBODY can complain about the play call at the end of the half to just give it to Harvey. Not one of you, even if you
say you would, would have called a QB kneel. EVERYONE would say just give it to Unga, let him get 2 yards, and end
the half. If he breaks something, then good for him. Your a liar if you say you'd call a knee

Our O-Line was horrible. Completely agree.

| can complain because | turned to my father-in-law and said, "We better take a knee and head into the locker room.
They get the ball to start the 2nd half and we can't afford a turnover here."

It was a horribly stupid call, and fortunately we didn't lose the game. Gratefully we won't see that happen again.

Just piling on.

Re:Stop with the complaining!!!
Posted by LoyalCougar - 2007/12/28 12:17

jaga97 wrote:
How many 95 yard run plays has BYU had in its history.

0 - the longest run on record is 93 yards by Weldon Jackson 1958.
How many times have we had a 95 yard drive with 20 seconds on the clock.
0 - but we did have a 97 yard pass Detmer to Drage 1991 and an NCAA record. There was not 20 seconds left at the half

when the play happened.

Every coach downs the ball at the half with less than 20 seconds on the clock and over 90 yards to go.
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| understand it would be different if we were at the 35 and a turnover doesn't guarantee a touchdown for the other team.

Anae and Bronco accepted responsibility, why can't Harlinestillopen. Bronco and Anae have both said they would not do
it again.

Thanks for creating another forum for us to complain.

The last time we blocked a field goal prior to Vegas - 2001 Jutin Ena at San diego State.

IIRC, Ben Criddle blocked a field goal against Air Force this year.
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