
Kaveinga \"uncommitted\"
Posted by cruiser - 2008/01/21 23:07
_____________________________________

Brandon Gurney, at TBS, spoke with Uona's father today and was told that Uona is "undecided." Here is most of what
Brandon said:



I was finally able to contact his father and according to his father Uona is "Undecided" in regards to who he'll sign with at
this time.  They're expecting both BYU and USC coaches to visit them consistently for the next couple of weeks.  It looks
like this might play out until LOI day.

I have personally heard more about how Uona committed to the Y. Evidently he felt some pressure during the recruiting
trip, and so at a dinner for them on Saturday night he "went along" with the flow and stood up and said he had chosen
the Y. When Coach Mendenhall asked him to go to his office and call the Trojan and Bruin coaches, he did so. But, from
comments I have heard from those who know him, he wasn't feeling completely at peace about it.



If all this is true (it's all third or fourth hand), then I can see why he was dissuaded so easily by Pete Carrol. The USC
coach is a charismatic man and is widely considered to be one of the best recruiters in the business. Like Carrol,
however, Coach Mendenhall is also a strong and persuasive man.



Both coaches made strong impressions on Kaveinga, and he has great respect for both schools and their football
programs. I'm sure there are also personal factors in Uona's life that will impact his final decision--factors that most of us
know nothing about. Hopefully we'll hear something positive, but, like Gurney says, it could easily come down to a last-
minute decision.



And even then we may have to wonder what he'll do if he serves a mission. Anybody remember a guy named Ben
Olson? Then again, he could be like Max Hall and come our way afterwards. Too many possibilities. If the kid plays for
us, great. If he doesn't, we'll win anyway (though I'm really glad Bronco is putting the full-court press on him).

============================================================================

Re:Kaveinga
Posted by detmer4prez - 2008/01/21 23:55
_____________________________________

cruiser wrote:

Brandon Gurney, at TBS, spoke with Uona's father today and was told that Uona is "undecided." Here is most of what
Brandon said:



I was finally able to contact his father and according to his father Uona is "Undecided" in regards to who he'll sign with at
this time.  They're expecting both BYU and USC coaches to visit them consistently for the next couple of weeks.  It looks
like this might play out until LOI day.

I have personally heard more about how Uona committed to the Y. Evidently he felt some pressure during the recruiting
trip, and so at a dinner for them on Saturday night he "went along" with the flow and stood up and said he had chosen
the Y. When Coach Mendenhall asked him to go to his office and call the Trojan and Bruin coaches, he did so. But, from
comments I have heard from those who know him, he wasn't feeling completely at peace about it.



If all this is true (it's all third or fourth hand), then I can see why he was dissuaded so easily by Pete Carrol. The USC
coach is a charismatic man and is widely considered to be one of the best recruiters in the business. Like Carrol,
however, Coach Mendenhall is also a strong and persuasive man.



Both coaches made strong impressions on Kaveinga, and he has great respect for both schools and their football
programs. I'm sure there are also personal factors in Uona's life that will impact his final decision--factors that most of us
know nothing about. Hopefully we'll hear something positive, but, like Gurney says, it could easily come down to a last-
minute decision.



And even then we may have to wonder what he'll do if he serves a mission. Anybody remember a guy named Ben
Olson? Then again, he could be like Max Hall and come our way afterwards. Too many possibilities. If the kid plays for
us, great. If he doesn't, we'll win anyway (though I'm really glad Bronco is putting the full-court press on him).



Crap!  I was feeling pretty confident about this whole thing. Now I am not at all.

============================================================================

Re:Kaveinga "uncommitted"
Posted by Uncle Iroh - 2008/01/22 00:20
_____________________________________
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We need Pete to call him and tell him we'lll turn him into a linebacker. ;)

============================================================================

Re:Kaveinga "uncommitted"
Posted by BoiseBYU - 2008/01/22 08:51
_____________________________________

This thread comes out and the stock market dives....I did not realize how big a deal this is!  Seriously, I hope the young
man and his family choose well....He could be a competitor for playing time at SC, or he could probably be a four year
starter at BYU, being part of something special...the first BYU team to go to a BCS game and winning and more!  He
could be remembered.....I am biased...but if it were me, I'd pick BYU if for no other reason than so I could take on the
man--the BCS--and show it up!

============================================================================

Re:Kaveinga \"uncommitted\"
Posted by Slugger - 2008/01/22 09:29
_____________________________________

No question any kid would be excited and honored to be recruited by, and play for USC. But there the competition is so
great that in order to a) be a starter and b) be a legend, the odds are pretty low. Sure, you can play in a BCS game but
even at USC that is no guarantee. Whereas, at BYU the chances of starting are higher, and if you do start and have a
great career, you become a LEGEND. The kind of athlete fans and enthusiasts talk about for DECADES. You'll find your
name in books and on plaques in the Legends Hall. You'll be replayed over and over and over again on KBYU and BYU-
TV. Playing in a BCS game, and possibly Nat'l Champ game are great, but I would rather pursue being a legend and a
household name for decades, rather than a proud contributor for one day or one season. The choice is yours Kaveinga....

============================================================================

Re:Kaveinga \"uncommitted\"
Posted by niqmadu - 2008/01/22 09:37
_____________________________________

True, I hate to see him go, but what a great statement it is about our program when we compete with USC for top recruits.



This is one of those indicators of the direction and state of BYU Football that few day-trading BCS loving Football
Preaching inbreeds at popular websites and broadcaasting outlets will notice.

============================================================================

Re:Kaveinga
Posted by vancouvercougar - 2008/01/22 09:50
_____________________________________

BoiseBYU wrote:

This thread comes out and the stock market dives....I did not realize how big a deal this is!  Seriously, I hope the young
man and his family choose well....He could be a competitor for playing time at SC, or he could probably be a four year
starter at BYU, being part of something special...the first BYU team to go to a BCS game and winning and more!  He
could be remembered.....I am biased...but if it were me, I'd pick BYU if for no other reason than so I could take on the
man--the BCS--and show it up!



I am not sure an 18 year old kid from high school would be thinking "take on the man and show it up" 



Never-the-less I would love to see what he could do for the cougars.

============================================================================

Re:Kaveinga
Posted by imuakahuku - 2008/01/22 10:00
_____________________________________

I would love to see a future inside LB core of Kavainga and Te'o!  Talk about instant fear.  But whatever they choose they
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are still great young men and good luck guys!  (Choose BYU! :lol: )

============================================================================

Re:Kaveinga \"uncommitted\"
Posted by AF_Puma - 2008/01/22 10:52
_____________________________________

According to those I've spoken to that have gone out on USC chat sites, most of the USC faithful are already penciling
him in at USC.



What surprises me the most, as I've read accounts of what happened from various sources, is that an individual who took
this long to commit, after decommitting from UCLA (and when a coaching staff turns over, without a doubt a young man
is allowed to decommit as a new staff is an entire new ball game) that he would allow himself to be "caught up" with the
other two that had committed that weekend seeing that there was Stevens that didn't commit.  Especially if he then went
to Bronco's office and called the other schools to let them know.  That story in itself didn't sound consistent with Coach
Mendenhall.  I'm not saying it didn't happen that way, but I'm professionally skeptical to say the least.



I

============================================================================

Re:Kaveinga \"uncommitted\"
Posted by AF_Puma - 2008/01/22 10:53
_____________________________________

I'm wondering too if he went alone on this trip or if his father was there.  I hate to see any young man, regardless if his
father is going to push him in one direction or another, to go into a room with someone like PC and expect that they will
be able to filter out all the BS that normal college coaches lay on these young men.  Almost to a "T", everyone who has

come away from a meeting with Bronco Mendenhall has stated that the one thing thay really admired about him was that
he's a straight shooter and doesn't promise the moon.  Kaveinga said that after his visit.  Then how do you take someone
like PC and listen to what he says and not question it?  If he is promised more than what he could do at BYU, then I'd
have to say that a BCS coach is gilding the lily as they say.



I know he is now away form USC and left to add the pros and cons without someone standing there with expectations
(except for the visits scheduled by BYU and USC coaches over the next two weeks), but I'd have to say that someone
who commits to BYU and then the very next weekend, after waiting this long to commit, says they are "uncommitted" to
any program is someone I would not count on.  Hopefully thee is some influence out there that I don't see that will weigh
in and help him make the right decision.



The talk too is that Cameron, the ex-BYU BB player who fled BYU for USC to now play FB was on this trip too and he
commented in a Scout article based from USC that he spent a lot of time with Kaveinga talking about his commitment. 
That couldn't have been anything productive.

============================================================================

Re:Kaveinga "uncommitted"
Posted by AF_Puma - 2008/01/22 10:54
_____________________________________

I can't believe I can't even cut and paste from Word to this forum.  It takes some of the words, but not all?  



They need to get rid of this software.  It sucks.

============================================================================

Re:Kaveinga
Posted by Raul - 2008/01/22 10:59
_____________________________________

AF_Puma wrote:

According to those I've spoken to that have gone out on USC chat sites, most of the USC faithful are already penciling
him in at USC.
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I wonder how much of that could be the fact that they couldn't understand why someone would choose BYU over mighty
USC.

============================================================================

Re:Kaveinga
Posted by imuakahuku - 2008/01/22 11:03
_____________________________________

AF_Puma wrote:

I can't believe I can't even cut and paste from Word to this forum.  It takes some of the words, but not all?  



They need to get rid of this software.  It sucks.



Don't use quotes or apostrophes.  See if that let's you copy and paste.

============================================================================

Re:Kaveinga
Posted by AF_Puma - 2008/01/22 11:06
_____________________________________

Thanks. This is very frustrating to type something up and then it doesn't post and I have to type it all up again.  I like to
use spell check and the old CougarBlue had it and I don't see it here and that's why I cut and paste from Word.

============================================================================

Re:Kaveinga
Posted by gmj81 - 2008/01/22 11:30
_____________________________________

This may be pulling hairs, but I'm not sure his dad was quoted as saying "uncommited", just "undecided".  He still is
shown as a BYU commit on Scout.com.  I'm still concerned, don't get me wrong, but they're are so many rumors out
there and the only real source you can trust is from the player himself and even that can be a crapshoot as young people
are so prone to changing their minds.  



I mean all the talk about Te'o turned out to be way overblown.  He may have had some concerns but nothing that
couldn't be resolved.  I imagine it'll be the same with UK.  I'm sure this is a tough decision to say the least but he'll
eventually get it straightened out and realized what his priorities be, whether it's serving a mission or playing for a NC
contender on an annual basis.

============================================================================

Re:Kaveinga \"uncommitted\"
Posted by Real.Men.Wear.Blue - 2008/01/22 11:42
_____________________________________

With all due respect to Cruiser (and recognizing that his information, as he admits, is triple hearsay), this story about the
undue pressure on Kaveinga does not sound consistent with the Coach Mendenhall that I am familiar with.

============================================================================

Re:Kaveinga
Posted by AF_Puma - 2008/01/22 12:37
_____________________________________

gmj81 wrote:

This may be pulling hairs, but I'm not sure his dad was quoted as saying "uncommited", just "undecided".  He still is
shown as a BYU commit on Scout.com.  I'm still concerned, don't get me wrong, but they're are so many rumors out
there and the only real source you can trust is from the player himself and even that can be a crapshoot as young people
are so prone to changing their minds.  
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I mean all the talk about Te'o turned out to be way overblown.  He may have had some concerns but nothing that
couldn't be resolved.  I imagine it'll be the same with UK.  I'm sure this is a tough decision to say the least but he'll
eventually get it straightened out and realized what his priorities be, whether it's serving a mission or playing for a NC
contender on an annual basis.



Brandon Gurney was in TBS chat and said that he had attempted several times to call Kaveinga Sunday after he
returned home, but no one ever answered the phone or returned his messages that he left.  He was able to finally
contact his father, who was at choir practice, and G-man asked him if he could call him back later and his father said he
could.  Upon speaking with him later, his father, who is the ward bishop and whom we've been told is supportive of his
son going to BYU, said that currently his son is "undecided".



One thought that was brought up about those who commit at USC at this late stage, based on similar events in the past,
is that USC often asks later verbals to not come out and say that they verbally committed to help USC with someone else
they might be trying to recruit at the end and who might be scared off if another high profile player verbals ahead of them.
 It's like asking them to be a team player even before they technically sign.  



So is that the case?  Only Kaveinga and possibly his family know for sure.  We do stand in the running for his services,
but I think you can take his verbal of the week before off the boards or at least make it a soft verbal.



Call me boring, but I don't particulary like this cloak and dagger side of recruiting.

============================================================================

Re:Kaveinga
Posted by McGregor - 2008/01/22 12:45
_____________________________________

Real.Men.Wear.Blue wrote:

With all due respect to Cruiser (and recognizing that his information, as he admits, is triple hearsay), this story about the
undue pressure on Kaveinga does not sound consistent with the Coach Mendenhall that I am familiar with.



But in his defense, it does sound consistent with an impressionable young man making probably the most important
decision in his life so far, with several parties throwing a full court press to influence that decision.

============================================================================

Re:Kaveinga
Posted by GoCougarPokes - 2008/01/22 12:59
_____________________________________

McGregor wrote:

Real.Men.Wear.Blue wrote:

With all due respect to Cruiser (and recognizing that his information, as he admits, is triple hearsay), this story about the
undue pressure on Kaveinga does not sound consistent with the Coach Mendenhall that I am familiar with.



But in his defense, it does sound consistent with an impressionable young man making probably the most important
decision in his life so far, with several parties throwing a full court press to influence that decision.



Agreed.  Having never been highly recruited to play college football myself, I know that is tough to believe, I could see
how this would be a major life decision.  Especially for a young man of that age.  Also, considering the fact that he may
want to serve a mission.  I think all those things would be difficult to figure out.  I wish him the best and really hope he
picks BYU.  But if he doesn't, then I am sure he will be able to influence people in SoCal and be a positive role model. 
That being said...Please choose BYU!!!!

============================================================================

Re:Kaveinga
Posted by HuskerFan2 - 2008/01/22 13:21
_____________________________________

Real.Men.Wear.Blue wrote:

With all due respect to Cruiser (and recognizing that his information, as he admits, is triple hearsay), this story about the
undue pressure on Kaveinga does not sound consistent with the Coach Mendenhall that I am familiar with.
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It does sound consistent with a snake-oil salesman like Pete Carroll and the cheating boosters at USC. 



Need a house in CA? No problem.

Need jobs for your parents? No problem.

Want to go on a mission? No problem.*



*Not a problem until Thursday February 7th.

============================================================================

Re:Kaveinga
Posted by draider - 2008/01/22 13:27
_____________________________________

HuskerFan2 wrote:

Real.Men.Wear.Blue wrote:

With all due respect to Cruiser (and recognizing that his information, as he admits, is triple hearsay), this story about the
undue pressure on Kaveinga does not sound consistent with the Coach Mendenhall that I am familiar with.



It does sound consistent with a snake-oil salesman like Pete Carroll and the cheating boosters at USC. 



Need a house in CA? No problem.

Need jobs for your parents? No problem.

Want to go on a mission? No problem.*



*Not a problem until Thursday February 7th.



My worry is if he goes to USC his mission dreams wont be respected.  I am unbiased being unactive and a non
missionary.  I feel though if i young man wants to go and has dreams of going it should be respected.  I think if Kaveinga
goes to USC, Carroll will talk him out of going after promising him it would be ok if he goes.  They are very
impressionable at this age and probably believe the coaches.  If Kaveinga is a starter next year at USC and wants to go
on his mission after his freshman year, i think Carroll will use some sort of threat like losing his starting position etc. to
keep him from going.  I just hope he realizes how much more we want him here than USC does.  It would be a hard
choice though and i hope he makes the right one and that he and his dreams be respected.

============================================================================

Re:Kaveinga
Posted by lawman - 2008/01/22 13:37
_____________________________________

Didn't Stanley Havili initially want to go on a mission?



My point is that I agree with you, Draider.

============================================================================

Re:Kaveinga
Posted by draider - 2008/01/22 13:52
_____________________________________

lawman wrote:

Didn't Stanley Havili initially want to go on a mission?



My point is that I agree with you, Draider.



I know he was for awhile and i obviously dont know for sure, but i would guess that decision was lost because of football
and not just because he didnt feel it was what he wanted to do anymore.  Im sure there were a lot of people trying to get
him not to go.  And im sure the coaching staff(carroll included)that made sure he didnt end up going.  And im not saying
they are bad people for it i just dont think they understand the meaning of the mission and what it means to these kids
growing up.

============================================================================
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Re:Kaveinga
Posted by huskercougar - 2008/01/22 14:16
_____________________________________

lawman wrote:

Didn't Stanley Havili initially want to go on a mission?



My point is that I agree with you, Draider.



He was teetering on going on a mission, but once he committed to USC, he said he had decided that he wasn't going on
a mission.  Pete Carroll told him he would not hold his scholarship if he went on a mission.

============================================================================

Re:Kaveinga
Posted by Ygridiron4ever - 2008/01/22 14:19
_____________________________________

draider wrote:

....If Kaveinga is a starter next year at USC and wants to go on his mission after his freshman year, i think Carroll will use
some sort of threat like losing his starting position etc. to keep him from going.....



I don't think Coach Carrol will try and talk him out of going just for "not going's sake", but for winning.  If Pete thinks UK
will help him win, he will ask UK not to leave.  If UK goes to SC, starts as a freshman, then goes on a mission, even with
the coaches blessing, he WILL loose his starting postion and would be very hard pressed to earn it back when he
returns!  I am sure Pete will remind him of the super hot highschool Junior who wants to come to SC in two years.  A
mission and USC DO NOT add up to a career in the pros!

============================================================================

Re:Kaveinga \"uncommitted\"
Posted by Knucklehead - 2008/01/22 16:39
_____________________________________

Best of luck to this kid whatever he chooses.  I would love to see him choose BYU over Southern Cal because I believe
BYU is a great place to grow in other aspects of your life in addition to football.



There is a positive net effect to having all or almost all of your professors in every discipline be people who have strong
religious beliefs.  



The professors I had at BYU were some of the most educated men I have ever come across in my life.  Right or wrong,
their academic accomplishments caused me to have a healthy respect for them.



Teen-age boys are impressionable.  It isn't a question of whether or not they will be influenced by others, it is only a
question of what will be the caliber of the people who will influence them.



If I had a son who was recruited by someone with the character of Bronco Mendenhall, I would be excited.  I would want
my son to have the chance to be influenced by someone of his caliber.  I would want my son to go to a university that
stressed religious commitment, academic excellence, and achievement on the football field.  BYU is unique in that
respect, not even Southern Cal can provide that.

============================================================================

Re:Kaveinga \"uncommitted\"
Posted by cougarfan144 - 2008/01/22 17:50
_____________________________________

If he goes to USC and then actually goes on a mission, when he returns, he will be buried on the depth chart and it will
take a lot to ever get back to the top. I don't know that the coaching staff will "be on his side" through that process.

At the Y, he'll still have to work to get back but he wouldn't be the first to do it, he'd have the support of the staff in
making sure he stays healthy getting back, as much as possible, and I think he will ultimately have more success getting
back. 

I will respect the choice he makes but surely hopes he chooses the Y. I think ultimately his decision will be on just how
much he is set on going on a mission.
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============================================================================

Re:Kaveinga \"uncommitted\"
Posted by Mars - 2008/01/22 19:44
_____________________________________



  The claim that it is easy to gain a starting job as a freshman but extremely difficult as an RM sophomore just doesn't
ring true to me.  Sorry guys, but most freshmen don't start, especially at major programs.



  Also, should we be surprised that a kid who originally verbally committed to UCLA is unsure about honoring is word
(again)? 

============================================================================

Re:Kaveinga
Posted by draider - 2008/01/22 20:05
_____________________________________

Mars wrote:



  The claim that it is easy to gain a starting job as a freshman but extremely difficult as an RM sophomore just doesn't
ring true to me.  Sorry guys, but most freshmen don't start, especially at major programs.



  Also, should we be surprised that a kid who originally verbally committed to UCLA is unsure about honoring is word
(again)? 



He had commited to a coach that is no longer the coach.  I think it is a little different.  He had commited very early also so
you wouldnt think he would do the same thing twice but he is just a kid.

============================================================================

Re:Kaveinga
Posted by Conosticator - 2008/01/22 20:53
_____________________________________

If Kaveinga is in any way unsure about serving a mission, then I would hope he understands BYU will put him in
surroundings where he can gain that desire to serve. He is very unlikely to find that at USC. 



Years ago when I first went to BYU a mission was something I had not seriously considered. No one in my direct line had
served since my 4th great grandfather served his mission prior to serving in the Mormon Battalion. My first year at BYU
was without doubt the biggest factor in me obtaining the desire to serve.



Yeah I know. I wasn't offered a football scholarship to any big name school. But because of a perfect SAT math score I
did get the chance to turn down Stanford, MIT, and several Ivy League schools. I've never regretted it.

============================================================================

Re:Kaveinga
Posted by cruiser - 2008/01/22 23:52
_____________________________________

Conosticator wrote:

If Kaveinga is in any way unsure about serving a mission, then I would hope he understands BYU will put him in
surroundings where he can gain that desire to serve. He is very unlikely to find that at USC. 



Years ago when I first went to BYU a mission was something I had not seriously considered. No one in my direct line had
served since my 4th great grandfather served his mission prior to serving in the Mormon Battalion. My first year at BYU
was without doubt the biggest factor in me obtaining the desire to serve.



Yeah I know. I wasn't offered a football scholarship to any big name school. But because of a perfect SAT math score I
did get the chance to turn down Stanford, MIT, and several Ivy League schools. I've never regretted it.

So you were the guy who got that perfect score back in the early 70s!
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============================================================================

Re:Kaveinga
Posted by Ygridiron4ever - 2008/01/23 00:45
_____________________________________

Mars wrote:

 The claim that it is easy to gain a starting job as a freshman but extremely difficult as an RM sophomore just doesn't ring
true to me.  Sorry guys, but most freshmen don't start, especially at major programs.





Your joking, right?  You really think that a highly touted freshman who played three years on his high school's varsity
team and since the last game has been working out every day - many of those days with the college team that recruited
him (not to mention whatever camp he went to and all the work to impress recruits; the guy who ate and slept football
nearly every hour of everyday wouldn't have a leg up on a guy returning from 2 years serving the Lord in Central America
where he ate unhealthy food and could not and would not work out enough to stay in playing condition; who for two years
didn't read a single article about football?



The RM will have more maturity, to be sure, but thats about it.

And lets just say that the RM is able to come back in shape and be on par physically with the freshman, you think that at
USC the guy who has been starting for the last two years while the Mormon boy was away is going to move over out of
respect for the sacrifices he made?



Please name more than 5 LDS kids who were highly recruited, went to a major powerhouse program, served a mission,
and came back and started his first year back.  Maybe they are out there, I don't know!

============================================================================

Re:Kaveinga
Posted by Mars - 2008/01/23 01:57
_____________________________________

Ygridiron4ever wrote:

 Please name more than 5 LDS kids who were highly recruited, went to a major powerhouse program, served a mission,
and came back and started his first year back. 

  Name more than 5 LDS kids who were highly recruited, went to a major powerhouse program, started as a true
freshman, went on a mission, and didn't play as a sophomore the season after they returned. 

============================================================================

Re:Kaveinga "uncommitted"
Posted by Short_Changed - 2008/01/23 10:21
_____________________________________

Austin Collie is one.;)  (that started as a freshman at a powerhouse program, went on a mission and started as a RM
sophomore)

============================================================================

Re:Kaveinga \"uncommitted\"
Posted by SanDCoug - 2008/01/23 12:37
_____________________________________

To add a little fuel to the fire, it looks like Chow might be getting in on the action:



"Well, one guy who might be giving UCLA a chance in the short term and jump back on the blue and gold bandwagon is
none other than Uona Kavienga, the blue chip LB from Leuzinger who had committed to UCLA, and then pulled out from
his commitment to go with BYU (citing his Mormon faith). Well according to Dohn Chow may talk to Kavienga and get
him back to being a Bruin. We will see."



http://www.bruinsnation.com/story/2008/1/23/74531/9880

============================================================================
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Re:Kaveinga
Posted by Ygridiron4ever - 2008/01/23 14:26
_____________________________________

Mars wrote:

Name more than 5 LDS kids who were highly recruited, went to a major powerhouse program, started as a true
freshman, went on a mission, and didn't play as a sophomore the season after they returned.



Thank you for helping me prove my point!  I believe that an LDS kid who goes to a major powerhouse program and gets
playing time as a freshman knows that if he leaves for two years the program has the ability to, and most likely will,
recruit a newer younger 5 star player who will get the position in the missionary's absence.  And yes, and incoming
freshman has a better chance than a returnung missionary to get the starting spot (though both loose out to the
sophmore/junior who started last year). It is absolutely no wonder to me that a young man would choose to stay home -
AKA "stay in school".  Why did he choose the powerhouse in the first place?  Love of football and dreams of playing on
Sunday.



If UK goes to SC and starts in his first year, odds are very small that he will go on a mission, and even smaller that if he
does serve a mission, he will ever play at SC when he gets back!



Please note:  I am not saying he should not go to SC (although I would love to see a big old Y on his helmet next year),
nor am I implying that if he doesn't go on a mission he is any less of a person.  ....Just stating how I see the facts.

============================================================================

Re:Kaveinga
Posted by NotSackless - 2008/01/23 22:21
_____________________________________

cruiser wrote:

Conosticator wrote:

If Kaveinga is in any way unsure about serving a mission, then I would hope he understands BYU will put him in
surroundings where he can gain that desire to serve. He is very unlikely to find that at USC. 



Years ago when I first went to BYU a mission was something I had not seriously considered. No one in my direct line had
served since my 4th great grandfather served his mission prior to serving in the Mormon Battalion. My first year at BYU
was without doubt the biggest factor in me obtaining the desire to serve.



Yeah I know. I wasn't offered a football scholarship to any big name school. But because of a perfect SAT math score I
did get the chance to turn down Stanford, MIT, and several Ivy League schools. I've never regretted it.

So you were the guy who got that perfect score back in the early 70s!



Would you believe both math and english? Nah I wouldn't either...

============================================================================

Re:Kaveinga
Posted by iShowsToGo.com - 2008/01/23 22:27
_____________________________________

Ygridiron4ever wrote:

Mars wrote:

Name more than 5 LDS kids who were highly recruited, went to a major powerhouse program, started as a true
freshman, went on a mission, and didn't play as a sophomore the season after they returned.



Thank you for helping me prove my point!  I believe that an LDS kid who goes to a major powerhouse program and gets
playing time as a freshman knows that if he leaves for two years the program has the ability to, and most likely will,
recruit a newer younger 5 star player who will get the position in the missionary's absence.  And yes, and incoming
freshman has a better chance than a returnung missionary to get the starting spot (though both loose out to the
sophmore/junior who started last year). It is absolutely no wonder to me that a young man would choose to stay home -
AKA "stay in school".  Why did he choose the powerhouse in the first place?  Love of football and dreams of playing on
Sunday.



If UK goes to SC and starts in his first year, odds are very small that he will go on a mission, and even smaller that if he
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does serve a mission, he will ever play at SC when he gets back!



Please note:  I am not saying he should not go to SC (although I would love to see a big old Y on his helmet next year),
nor am I implying that if he doesn't go on a mission he is any less of a person.  ....Just stating how I see the facts.



Spencer Larsen at the U of Arizona.  He is an all pac-10 middle linebacker, RM from Arizona, and I think started every
year after he returned from his mission to Chile.  They are out there.  But USC pulled one buy from Salt Lake City, LDS
kid, and the kid had to promise he would not go on a mission if Pete Carroll would take him.  I say go to BYU where the
coaches encourage not just becoming a great football player, but a great person and saint.  



Go Cougars!

============================================================================

Re:Kaveinga \"uncommitted\"
Posted by Mars - 2008/01/24 04:16
_____________________________________



  At least we're not the only ones...



  Utah received commitments last week from Benji Kemoeatu, Anthony Siilata, Paipai Falemalu, and Alema Tachibana
(all from Kahuku High School in Hawaii).  Kemoeatu, Siilata, and Falemalu all visited Oregon State and Kemoeatu and
Siilata have reportedly verballed to the Beavers.  Tachibana has downgraded to a soft verbal and is visiting Hawaii this
week.



  Also, Walker, the kid who called Utah to accept a schollie offer only to learn that it was no longer on the table, accepted
a scholarship offer from Hawaii this week.



  Always nice to know that the Rainbow Warriors don't mind cleaning up our leftovers. 

============================================================================

Re:Kaveinga
Posted by draider - 2008/01/24 08:43
_____________________________________

Mars wrote:



  At least we're not the only ones...



  Utah received commitments last week from Benji Kemoeatu, Anthony Siilata, Paipai Falemalu, and Alema Tachibana
(all from Kahuku High School in Hawaii).  Kemoeatu, Siilata, and Falemalu all visited Oregon State and Kemoeatu and
Siilata have reportedly verballed to the Beavers.  Tachibana has downgraded to a soft verbal and is visiting Hawaii this
week.



  Also, Walker, the kid who called Utah to accept a schollie offer only to learn that it was no longer on the table, accepted
a scholarship offer from Hawaii this week.



  Always nice to know that the Rainbow Warriors don't mind cleaning up our leftovers. 



I dont think Benji had ever given a commitment to the Utes i think it was reported but none of the sites ever showed him
as a commit for them.  That will suck for their class though if all those guys go elsewhere.  Then they wouldnt be able to
use any of those extra scholarships on walker cuz he is already committed.  Good for us and bad for them.

============================================================================

Re:Kaveinga \"uncommitted\"
Posted by BlueForLife - 2008/01/24 09:42
_____________________________________

I want this kid just as bad as the next guy.  I have read many posts the last couple days hoping to hear some new info of
him dropping USC out of the question and reaffirming his commitment to BYU
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We could use a LB of his calliber.  But if we do not get him, we still have some talented guys that will step in and do what
they are asked.  



In the end, he is going to do what he feels is best for him and his future.



This is one signature I am sure the coaches would love to see come Feb 6th.

============================================================================

Re:Kaveinga "uncommitted"
Posted by Mars - 2008/01/24 14:25
_____________________________________



  So supposedly BYU has 2 scholarships set aside for Kaveinga and Stevens.  If one or both commits elsewhere
(USC/Oregon), will Bronco fill those 2 scholarships with someone else, like Kedron Paul or Falemalu? 

============================================================================

Re:Kaveinga
Posted by raidingtombs - 2008/01/24 16:57
_____________________________________

Mars wrote:



  So supposedly BYU has 2 scholarships set aside for Kaveinga and Stevens.  If one or both commits elsewhere
(USC/Oregon), will Bronco fill those 2 scholarships with someone else, like Kedron Paul or Falemalu? 



Wasn't a scholly freed up by the decomitting of Magna Mauga?

============================================================================

Re:Kaveinga
Posted by gmj81 - 2008/01/24 20:56
_____________________________________

Supposedly, yes, if the scholarships are open, Kedron Paul will get one.  Also, Andrew Rich is probably first in line to get
one of the freed up scholies should they become available.

============================================================================

Re:Kaveinga
Posted by Mars - 2008/01/28 01:43
_____________________________________

Mars wrote:



  At least we're not the only ones...



  Utah received commitments last week from Benji Kemoeatu, Anthony Siilata, Paipai Falemalu, and Alema Tachibana
(all from Kahuku High School in Hawaii).  Kemoeatu, Siilata, and Falemalu all visited Oregon State and Kemoeatu and
Siilata have reportedly verballed to the Beavers.  Tachibana has downgraded to a soft verbal and is visiting Hawaii this
week.  

  And another example... 



  "USC's week started off right when they picked up a commitment from Malik Jackson of Van Nuys (Calif.) Birmingham. 
The three-star defensive end had been committed to Fresno State since the middle of the fall, but after an outstanding
senior season opened more eyes, the Trojans got involved.  Jackson took an official visit to USC this past weekend and
when it was over, switched his commitment to the Trojans."  http://msn.foxsports.com/cfb/story/7721460/West-recruiting-
notebook?CMP=OTC-K9B140813162&ATT=24

============================================================================
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Re:Kaveinga
Posted by Hipsdamann - 2008/01/28 19:42
_____________________________________

If you don't know if you want to play for BYU.  Then you are wasting our time.  Way to be so wish-washy about the whole
thing Kaveinga.  I could care less if he plays for BYU or not.  He will miss out on the best two years of his life if he
decides to play for USC.



GOOD RIDDANCE

============================================================================

Re:Kaveinga
Posted by B-Rex - 2008/01/28 19:54
_____________________________________

Hipsdamann wrote:

If you don't know if you want to play for BYU.  Then you are wasting our time.  Way to be so wish-washy about the whole
thing Kaveinga.  I could care less if he plays for BYU or not.  He will miss out on the best two years of his life if he
decides to play for USC.



GOOD RIDDANCE



Way to go bonehead.  Show this kid some love.  If he is teetering, guys like you would push him away in stead of
showing him that he would be appreciated here.  



Heck, if I had any money, I'd buy his mom a house and all.:silly: 



Seriously, I'd love to have Uona here for the duration.  He can only make us better.

============================================================================

Re:Kaveinga
Posted by Hipsdamann - 2008/01/28 22:11
_____________________________________

B-Rex wrote:

Hipsdamann wrote:

If you don't know if you want to play for BYU.  Then you are wasting our time.  Way to be so wish-washy about the whole
thing Kaveinga.  I could care less if he plays for BYU or not.  He will miss out on the best two years of his life if he
decides to play for USC.



GOOD RIDDANCE



Way to go bonehead.  Show this kid some love.  If he is teetering, guys like you would push him away in stead of
showing him that he would be appreciated here.  



Heck, if I had any money, I'd buy his mom a house and all.:silly: 



Seriously, I'd love to have Uona here for the duration.  He can only make us better.



Hey listen.  Don't get mad at me I am just posting my opinion.  If the kid goes to USC, there is no way that they will let
him go on a mission.  And I would want to let him have that awesome experience.  I mean maybe the "good riddance"
comment could be out of line, but I am not going to be whining and crying if he chooses to go somewhere else than BYU.
 He will miss out on a great oppertunity and I think it will be the wrong decision to go to USC.

============================================================================

Kaveinga still a BYU Guy
Posted by CougarPeasant - 2008/01/28 23:09
_____________________________________

Latest word is Kaveinga is "still a BYU guy."  But things are not absolute.  Check Drew's blog for more details.

============================================================================
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Re:Kaveinga still a BYU Guy
Posted by lawman - 2008/01/29 00:42
_____________________________________

Good news!!!

============================================================================

Re:Kaveinga \"uncommitted\"
Posted by AF_Puma - 2008/01/29 05:56
_____________________________________

This comment:

"All I know, really, is that he said he had some doubts and so he went on a trip to SC," Tolliver said. "The only thing I tell
him is, 'Do what is best for you and your family.'"



Doubts?  Whether he wants to not be on ESPN much?  Whether he wants to be the star defensive player?  Whether he
can live the Honor Code?  Whether he wants to play farther from home?  I wonder what his doubts are?

============================================================================

Re:Kaveinga
Posted by stuckinbig10country - 2008/01/29 08:18
_____________________________________

Hipsdamann wrote:

He will miss out on the best two years of his life if he decides to play for USC.



I hate this argument.  Guess what?  For some of us, our mission wasn't even close to the best 2 years of our lives.  



I'm glad I went on a mission.  My testimony grew on my mission.  I learned how to work hard.  I loved the people.  I was a
fairly successful missionary.  I followed the rules.  I had amazing spiritual experiences.  But even right after my mission I
couldn't say it was the best 2 years of my life.



Making assumptions about how a person is going to feel about life experiences, and using that to basically say that they
are not good enough is completely unfair and pretty intolerant.

============================================================================

Re:Kaveinga
Posted by AFCOUG83 - 2008/01/29 08:27
_____________________________________

stuckinbig10country wrote:

Hipsdamann wrote:

He will miss out on the best two years of his life if he decides to play for USC.



I hate this argument.  Guess what?  For some of us, our mission wasn't even close to the best 2 years of our lives.  



I'm glad I went on a mission.  My testimony grew on my mission.  I learned how to work hard.  I loved the people.  I was a
fairly successful missionary.  I followed the rules.  I had amazing spiritual experiences.  But even right after my mission I
couldn't say it was the best 2 years of my life.



Making assumptions about how a person is going to feel about life experiences, and using that to basically say that they
are not good enough is completely unfair and pretty intolerant.



i couldn't agree more.  I loved my mission too but i really hope it wasn't the best two years of my life.  The most spiritual,
yes, but not the best.

============================================================================

Re:Kaveinga still a BYU Guy
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Posted by draider - 2008/01/29 08:51
_____________________________________

CougarPeasant wrote:

Latest word is Kaveinga is "still a BYU guy."  But things are not absolute.  Check Drew's blog for more details.



Ill take this news for what its worth and that is at least he is still talking about BYU.  Not that he is guaranteed to come
here but its better news than we have had in the last week or so.  Although i am selfish and want him to come here, it
really would be hard to say no to a chance to play for a national championship.

============================================================================

Re:Kaveinga still a BYU Guy
Posted by Hengst - 2008/01/29 08:56
_____________________________________

the good news is that in a couple weeks this will all be finalized, and there will be no more speculation.

============================================================================

Re:Kaveinga
Posted by imuakahuku - 2008/01/29 09:38
_____________________________________

AFCOUG83 wrote:

stuckinbig10country wrote:

Hipsdamann wrote:

He will miss out on the best two years of his life if he decides to play for USC.



I hate this argument.  Guess what?  For some of us, our mission wasn't even close to the best 2 years of our lives.  



I'm glad I went on a mission.  My testimony grew on my mission.  I learned how to work hard.  I loved the people.  I was a
fairly successful missionary.  I followed the rules.  I had amazing spiritual experiences.  But even right after my mission I
couldn't say it was the best 2 years of my life.



Making assumptions about how a person is going to feel about life experiences, and using that to basically say that they
are not good enough is completely unfair and pretty intolerant.



i couldn't agree more.  I loved my mission too but i really hope it wasn't the best two years of my life.  The most spiritual,
yes, but not the best.



I think when people say the "best two years" they are saying the best and not the most fun in their lives.  My family joined
the church when I was 11 and did not have the background or history that multi LDS generation families have.  I did not
seriously consider a mission because it was not something we grew up looking towards.  But eventually I felt the
promptings and I went.  It was the hardest two years and the best two years of my life.  It was the best two years
because that is where I learned what really matters in life.  That is where my testimony was put through a refiners fire,
and that is where I had those experiences that have cemented my feet in Gospel soil.  It was the most profitable two
years of my life thus the best two years.

============================================================================

Re:Kaveinga
Posted by etyotx - 2008/01/29 09:45
_____________________________________

AFCOUG83 wrote:

stuckinbig10country wrote:

Hipsdamann wrote:

He will miss out on the best two years of his life if he decides to play for USC.



I hate this argument.  Guess what?  For some of us, our mission wasn't even close to the best 2 years of our lives.  



I'm glad I went on a mission.  My testimony grew on my mission.  I learned how to work hard.  I loved the people.  I was a
fairly successful missionary.  I followed the rules.  I had amazing spiritual experiences.  But even right after my mission I
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couldn't say it was the best 2 years of my life.



Making assumptions about how a person is going to feel about life experiences, and using that to basically say that they
are not good enough is completely unfair and pretty intolerant.



i couldn't agree more.  I loved my mission too but i really hope it wasn't the best two years of my life.  The most spiritual,
yes, but not the best.



The purpose of serving a mission isn't to provide 2 great years for the missionary.  That may (or may not, apparently) be
a bi-product, but is certainly not the purpose.  It's a personal choice and I have very good friends that chose not to go. 
However, it goes beyond losing out on a great experience.  There are others that lose out on a whole lot more when a
young man decides not to serve.

============================================================================

Re:Kaveinga
Posted by snoscythe - 2008/01/29 10:07
_____________________________________

On a mission, missionaries learn the principles of a happy life--dedication, work and an emphasis on having the Spirit
with you at all times. If your mission is the "best two years" of your life, that tells me more about how you have been living
your life ever since than about your mission experience.

============================================================================

Re:Kaveinga
Posted by j2b03 - 2008/01/29 10:20
_____________________________________

Easy guys, I think Hipsdamann was just saying that he will miss out on the best two years of his life up to this point by not
serving a mission. It is a common cliche and I think what many of you said is correct but I don't think we should question
Hipsdamann's spirituality after his mission I think he was just saying this because he loved his mission so much. I know
for me it was the best two years of my life before the other 19, but I would have to say I love my life now even more. That
is how I always look at it but again I will probably be translated soon...I wonder if I can access Cougarblue from
heaven...:dry:

============================================================================

Re:Kaveinga
Posted by blue42 - 2008/01/29 11:21
_____________________________________

j2b03 wrote:

Easy guys, I think Hipsdamann was just saying that he will miss out on the best two years of his life up to this point by not
serving a mission. It is a common cliche and I think what many of you said is correct but I don't think we should question
Hipsdamann's spirituality after his mission I think he was just saying this because he loved his mission so much. I know
for me it was the best two years of my life before the other 19, but I would have to say I love my life now even more. That
is how I always look at it but again I will probably be translated soon...I wonder if I can access Cougarblue from
heaven...:dry:



No need to access it at least during football season because you will be one of those assigned to be the "Divine" help for
Collie and all the other Cougars!:woohoo:  (I knew it came from somewhere)

============================================================================

Re:Kaveinga
Posted by bennyhaha - 2008/01/29 11:44
_____________________________________

The term "best two years" just has a different conotation for some.  Sorry, but i would not trade the births of my three
children for tracting any day.  But in sense I can say that my mission was the best two years.  But as good as it was, i
would never do it again (good thing we dont have to or I would be screwed)

============================================================================
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Re:Kaveinga
Posted by Metallicat - 2008/01/29 11:50
_____________________________________

snoscythe wrote:

On a mission, missionaries learn the principles of a happy life--dedication, work and an emphasis on having the Spirit
with you at all times. If your mission is the "best two years" of your life, that tells me more about how you have been living
your life ever since than about your mission experience.



Well said sno, (though I gave the karma to etyotx).



Before I left the field my mission president told me that if your mission is the best two years of your life, then you missed
the whole point.

============================================================================

About the next two years comment
Posted by AFCOUG83 - 2008/01/29 12:00
_____________________________________

I hope no one thought i was coming down on hipsdaman cause i wasn't.  I just don't like the term "the best two years".  It
would be a travesty if a player skipped the experience for football.  It's kinda like the mission is what gives you the
bearing in life and then you head out on the journey and hopefully the best years are to come.  Somedays in the mission
were miserable and it was all we could do to keep going, but  i'm better for it.  



I really hope the best two years are still to come because i have had some awesome experiences that since i've been
home (like getting engaged last week, i didn't want to brag but this seems like a good time to sneak it in) that are every
bit as awesome as experiences on my mission.

============================================================================

Re:About the next two years comment
Posted by Hengst - 2008/01/29 12:12
_____________________________________

AFCOUG83 wrote:

I hope no one thought i was coming down on hipsdaman cause i wasn't.  I just don't like the term "the best two years".  It
would be a travesty if a player skipped the experience for football.  It's kinda like the mission is what gives you the
bearing in life and then you head out on the journey and hopefully the best years are to come.  Somedays in the mission
were miserable and it was all we could do to keep going, but  i'm better for it.  



I really hope the best two years are still to come because i have had some awesome experiences that since i've been
home (like getting engaged last week, i didn't want to brag but this seems like a good time to sneak it in) that are every
bit as awesome as experiences on my mission.



My mission certainly wasn't the best two years of my life.  I've had better years since being home (being married to my
wife for example).  It was a good experience and I learned and grew a lot, and hopefully I did some good for someone.  I
think for a lot of people it can be their best 2 years, but I think we do people a disservice if we assume that a mission will
be a persons best 2 years.



And well . . . we all know what happens when you assume . . . !

============================================================================

Re:About the next two years comment
Posted by Hawkwing - 2008/01/29 12:14
_____________________________________

AFCOUG83 wrote:

(like getting engaged last week, i didn't want to brag but this seems like a good time to sneak it in) that are every bit as
awesome as experiences on my mission.



Congratulations on getting engaged. I have found the last 4 years being married to my wife as the best 2 years of my life!
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============================================================================

Re:About the next two years comment
Posted by Metallicat - 2008/01/29 13:14
_____________________________________

Hawkwing wrote:

AFCOUG83 wrote:

(like getting engaged last week, i didn't want to brag but this seems like a good time to sneak it in) that are every bit as
awesome as experiences on my mission.



Congratulations on getting engaged. I have found the last 4 years being married to my wife as the best 2 years of my life!



:laugh: Now I need a new keyboard.

============================================================================

Re:About the next two years comment
Posted by etyotx - 2008/01/29 13:36
_____________________________________

Hawkwing wrote:

AFCOUG83 wrote:

(like getting engaged last week, i didn't want to brag but this seems like a good time to sneak it in) that are every bit as
awesome as experiences on my mission.



Congratulations on getting engaged. I have found the last 4 years being married to my wife as the best 2 years of my life!

Is it bad that I've found that the last 3 years with my wife have been the best 6 years of my life?

============================================================================

Re:About the next two years comment
Posted by CougarPeasant - 2008/01/29 14:13
_____________________________________

etyotx wrote:

Hawkwing wrote:

AFCOUG83 wrote:

(like getting engaged last week, i didn't want to brag but this seems like a good time to sneak it in) that are every bit as
awesome as experiences on my mission.



Congratulations on getting engaged. I have found the last 4 years being married to my wife as the best 2 years of my life!

Is it bad that I've found that the last 3 years with my wife have been the best 6 years of my life?



It depends, is it based on wife years or dog years?!!!  ;)

============================================================================

Re:Kaveinga \"uncommitted\"
Posted by cougfan1 - 2008/01/29 15:31
_____________________________________

So...is this thread getting locked anytime soon.

============================================================================

Re:Kaveinga "uncommitted"
Posted by Hipsdamann - 2008/01/29 15:46
_____________________________________

Gosh I can't believe what I am hearing.  Why are you all attacking me for my comment?  I guess "the best two years"
was the wrong context for a mission, but I believe that a mission sets foundation for great success in life and if Kavienga
does not want that, I feel sorry for the guy I really do.  It is his decision to where he wants to go and I will appreciate the
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guy either way.  But what we can all agree is that he will SOME of the best years of his life if he plays for BYU.

============================================================================

Re:Kaveinga
Posted by AFCOUG83 - 2008/01/29 15:52
_____________________________________

Hipsdamann wrote:

Gosh I can't believe what I am hearing.  Why are you all attacking me for my comment?  I guess "the best two years"
was the wrong context for a mission, but I believe that a mission sets foundation for great success in life and if Kavienga
does not want that, I feel sorry for the guy I really do.  It is his decision to where he wants to go and I will appreciate the
guy either way.  But what we can all agree is that he will SOME of the best years of his life if he plays for BYU.



 i apologize if my post sounded like i was critisizing you.  A agrre with your statement.  It turned into an attack on the pop
culture phrase in the church.  If it helps i also don't like the phrase "nourish and strengthen our bodies and do us the
good that we need"

============================================================================

Re:Kaveinga
Posted by Hipsdamann - 2008/01/29 15:57
_____________________________________

AFCOUG83 wrote:

Hipsdamann wrote:

Gosh I can't believe what I am hearing.  Why are you all attacking me for my comment?  I guess "the best two years"
was the wrong context for a mission, but I believe that a mission sets foundation for great success in life and if Kavienga
does not want that, I feel sorry for the guy I really do.  It is his decision to where he wants to go and I will appreciate the
guy either way.  But what we can all agree is that he will SOME of the best years of his life if he plays for BYU.



 i apologize if my post sounded like i was critisizing you.  A agrre with your statement.  It turned into an attack on the pop
culture phrase in the church.  If it helps i also don't like the phrase "nourish and strengthen our bodies and do us the
good that we need"



Hey thanks I appreciate it

============================================================================

Re:Kaveinga
Posted by BoiseBYU - 2008/01/29 16:13
_____________________________________

AFCOUG83 wrote:

Hipsdamann wrote:

Gosh I can't believe what I am hearing.  Why are you all attacking me for my comment?  I guess "the best two years"
was the wrong context for a mission, but I believe that a mission sets foundation for great success in life and if Kavienga
does not want that, I feel sorry for the guy I really do.  It is his decision to where he wants to go and I will appreciate the
guy either way.  But what we can all agree is that he will SOME of the best years of his life if he plays for BYU.



 i apologize if my post sounded like i was critisizing you.  A agrre with your statement.  It turned into an attack on the pop
culture phrase in the church.  If it helps i also don't like the phrase "nourish and strengthen our bodies and do us the
good that we need"



Beyond a shadow of doubt, I agree with you...:)

============================================================================

Re:Kaveinga
Posted by Hawkwing - 2008/01/29 16:19
_____________________________________

BoiseBYU wrote:

AFCOUG83 wrote:
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Hipsdamann wrote:

Gosh I can't believe what I am hearing.  Why are you all attacking me for my comment?  I guess "the best two years"
was the wrong context for a mission, but I believe that a mission sets foundation for great success in life and if Kavienga
does not want that, I feel sorry for the guy I really do.  It is his decision to where he wants to go and I will appreciate the
guy either way.  But what we can all agree is that he will SOME of the best years of his life if he plays for BYU.



 i apologize if my post sounded like i was critisizing you.  A agrre with your statement.  It turned into an attack on the pop
culture phrase in the church.  If it helps i also don't like the phrase "nourish and strengthen our bodies and do us the
good that we need"



Beyond a shadow of doubt, I agree with you...:)



With every fiber of my being.

============================================================================

Re:Kaveinga
Posted by hamrdown - 2008/01/30 11:17
_____________________________________

bennyhaha wrote:

The term "best two years" just has a different conotation for some.  Sorry, but i would not trade the births of my three
children for tracting any day.  But in sense I can say that my mission was the best two years.  But as good as it was, i
would never do it again (good thing we dont have to or I would be screwed)



My mission was incredible.  But like you said, the children top that.



As far as doing it again, I can't wait until the kids are gone so my wife and I can go serve (hopefully many missions).  I
only have 15 years until the youngest will be out of the house!  YAHOO!!!!:laugh:

============================================================================

Re:Kaveinga
Posted by lawman - 2008/01/30 15:47
_____________________________________

I only have about 18!  haha!

============================================================================

Re:Kaveinga
Posted by Conosticator - 2008/01/30 16:02
_____________________________________

If it helps i also don't like the phrase "nourish and strengthen our bodies and do us the good that we need"



I always wondered if blessing left-overs is appropriate? My wife says yes. I say no because at least when I bless the food
it doesn't include an expiration date for the blessing. :ohmy:

============================================================================

Re:Kaveinga
Posted by hamrdown - 2008/01/30 16:31
_____________________________________

lawman wrote:

I only have about 18!  haha!



However, my oldest is processing his paperwork for his mission.  He will be leaving around September.  I just can't
believe that I am old enough to have a son going on a mission.  Oh well, I will probably say that with all 5 of my boys and
maybe my only girl:)

============================================================================
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Re:Kaveinga
Posted by Raul - 2008/01/30 16:37
_____________________________________

lawman wrote:

I only have about 18!  haha!



I only have....... let's see, my oldest is eighteen months and I don't think I have a youngest yet, so I still have a ways to
go.

============================================================================

Re:Kaveinga
Posted by hamrdown - 2008/01/30 16:40
_____________________________________

Well don't blink because the time flies.  It seems like yesterday that I was serving and now I am sending one out. 
WOW!!!!

============================================================================

Re:Kaveinga
Posted by Raul - 2008/01/30 16:44
_____________________________________

j2b03 wrote:

 I know for me it was the best two years of my life before the other 19, but I would have to say I love my life now even
more.



This whole topic of "best two years" is an interesting one.  I agree with your thought about loving the mission, but loving
life now even more, but how much of that life that we now love has been directly influenced, and is in part, due to the act
that you served a mission.  I know my life is better now because of those two years.

============================================================================

Re:Kaveinga
Posted by UliUli79 - 2008/01/30 16:47
_____________________________________

Conosticator wrote:

If it helps i also don't like the phrase "nourish and strengthen our bodies and do us the good that we need"



I always wondered if blessing left-overs is appropriate? My wife says yes. I say no because at least when I bless the food
it doesn't include an expiration date for the blessing. :ohmy:



I've thought about this at times. I wonder if the church has an official standpoint...:unsure:

============================================================================

Re:Kaveinga
Posted by Raul - 2008/01/30 16:52
_____________________________________

Hipsdamann wrote:

 He will miss out on the best two years of his life if he decides to play for USC.



It could be noted that Hipsdamann could be referring to other 'two years' than the mission.  For example, taking BYU to
their first BCS game one year, the National Title another?  His eternal companion may be at BYU, and now they won't
meet, or it may be delayed until they are both out of college and happen to attend the same singles ward?  There are a
number of "two years" that could be effected. :)

============================================================================

Re:Kaveinga
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Posted by sjcougfan - 2008/01/30 17:08
_____________________________________

UliUli79 wrote:

Conosticator wrote:

If it helps i also don't like the phrase "nourish and strengthen our bodies and do us the good that we need"



I always wondered if blessing left-overs is appropriate? My wife says yes. I say no because at least when I bless the food
it doesn't include an expiration date for the blessing. :ohmy:



I've thought about this at times. I wonder if the church has an official standpoint...:unsure:



I knew a missionary who would go grocery shopping, come home, lay all his food out on the counter and bless it all at
once. :ohmy: 



My favorite though, is when you go to a church function where refreshments are served and you get the "nourish and
strengthen phrase." It always makes me feel better about those cookies and brownies. :unsure:

============================================================================

Re:Kaveinga
Posted by AFCOUG83 - 2008/01/30 17:25
_____________________________________

Sometimes i ask that the food be blessed to be extra delicious, and people always laugh, but it is a legitimate petition.  I
have faith that the Lord can help make a pizza or something good, and i know that he isn't gonna make it nourish and
strengthen my body if there is grease dripping off of it, otherwise i'd be ripped

============================================================================

Re:Kaveinga
Posted by CougarPeasant - 2008/01/30 17:47
_____________________________________

sjcougfan wrote:

UliUli79 wrote:

Conosticator wrote:

If it helps i also don't like the phrase "nourish and strengthen our bodies and do us the good that we need"



I always wondered if blessing left-overs is appropriate? My wife says yes. I say no because at least when I bless the food
it doesn't include an expiration date for the blessing. :ohmy:



I've thought about this at times. I wonder if the church has an official standpoint...:unsure:



I knew a missionary who would go grocery shopping, come home, lay all his food out on the counter and bless it all at
once. :ohmy: 



My favorite though, is when you go to a church function where refreshments are served and you get the "nourish and
strengthen phrase." It always makes me feel better about those cookies and brownies. :unsure:



I had a companion who did the same thing.  I got sick once after he prepared a meal so I kindly pointed out that the food
needs the blessing AFTER he's done preparing it more than it does BEFORE.   :X

============================================================================

Re:Kaveinga
Posted by etyotx - 2008/01/30 18:12
_____________________________________

Sometimes after the prayer at football games I think "Mother of victory-PRAY FOR US!" (from "Rudy").  The one time I
said it out-loud I got some strange looks.

============================================================================
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Re:Kaveinga
Posted by Detmer Forever - 2008/01/30 19:48
_____________________________________

etyotx wrote:

Sometimes after the prayer at football games I think "Mother of victory-PRAY FOR US!" (from "Rudy").  The one time I
said it out-loud I got some strange looks.



Strange looks for THAT, man those BYU fans ARE uptight!



Maybe next time you should try something like "go yewts" or "allah akbar"

============================================================================

Re:Kaveinga
Posted by NotSackless - 2008/01/31 00:02
_____________________________________

I remember going to a basket ball game in the early 70's where they asked a soon to retire professor to say the prayer at
the start of the game. It was quite funny when he prayed that our guys would win.



Personally I prefer that they pray for the refs 'cause the MWC refs usually need all the help they can get. I fact a couple
of times praying that the refs sight would be restored would not have been inaccurate.

============================================================================

Re:Kaveinga
Posted by Mars - 2008/01/31 01:15
_____________________________________

Detmer Forever wrote:

 Maybe next time you should try something like "go yewts" 

  No... Nooo, don't try that. 

============================================================================

Re:Kaveinga
Posted by nuk13 - 2008/01/31 04:59
_____________________________________

CougarPeasant wrote:

sjcougfan wrote:

UliUli79 wrote:

Conosticator wrote:

If it helps i also don't like the phrase "nourish and strengthen our bodies and do us the good that we need"



I always wondered if blessing left-overs is appropriate? My wife says yes. I say no because at least when I bless the food
it doesn't include an expiration date for the blessing. :ohmy:



I've thought about this at times. I wonder if the church has an official standpoint...:unsure:



I knew a missionary who would go grocery shopping, come home, lay all his food out on the counter and bless it all at
once. :ohmy: 



My favorite though, is when you go to a church function where refreshments are served and you get the "nourish and
strengthen phrase." It always makes me feel better about those cookies and brownies. :unsure:



I had a companion who did the same thing.  I got sick once after he prepared a meal so I kindly pointed out that the food
needs the blessing AFTER he's done preparing it more than it does BEFORE.   :X



When I was first out the district supervisors came.  When we put the meal on the table Elder Jensen asked where the
deacon was.  I asked him what deacon was.  He said peanut butter.  When I asked him why he called it that he said, "it's
been blessed so many times".

============================================================================
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