
Step Back
Posted by Hawkeye-Coug - 2008/03/20 20:06
_____________________________________

I think this was a real step back for BYU basketball.  We had a winnable game against a rather poor tourney team.  This
isn't a knock on A$M, this is a knock on us.  We played much better against Xavier last year, despite having in many
ways a better team this year.  It was certainly our worst tourney effort since the Cincinatti game.



We missed a prime opportunity to advance, and I think it will really reinforce negative perceptions about our basketball
program.  Next year, instead of talking about making the sweet 16, we are still going to be trying to figure out how to not
choke in the tourney.



Go Cougs!!!!!

============================================================================

Re:Step Back
Posted by cszjr - 2008/03/20 20:09
_____________________________________

Baby steps.  The goal should be to win the first tourney game.  We haven't done it in almost 2 decades.  that's pathetic.



We should have won tonite.  We defeated ourselves.  Congrats to Carter who played out of his mind.  But we have no
one to blame but ourselves.

============================================================================

Re:Step Back
Posted by NikeFootball - 2008/03/20 20:14
_____________________________________

Just win a freaking tournament game - one game, that is all I want!!!!

============================================================================

Re:Step Back
Posted by Stallone - 2008/03/20 20:24
_____________________________________

I disagree that we defeated ourselves. Plain and simple, we got outplayed. Carter ties a career high, and we're out
rebounded by 13... They had a higher overall shooting percentage, shot 50% from behind the arc and we had 6 less
turnovers. They beat us fair and square. Had those stats been more even we could point the finger at ourselves, but they
were the better team.



We lost our should've been backup PG (Murdock) and Burgess. Sam's a great FT shooter, but he is more than
replaceable. We have plenty to look forward to for next season. A more season Plaisted, Cummard, and Tavernari.
What's not to like about our chances of being a lot better team than we were this season?

============================================================================

Re:Step Back
Posted by cszjr - 2008/03/20 20:30
_____________________________________

Look at shooting percentage.  And all those misses were not necessarily contested.  We just didn't play.  It shows up in
the stats.



Don't get me wrong, the Aggies played well.  They did what they had to do to win.  But they did not dominate.

============================================================================

Re:Step Back
Posted by TrueBlueFREAK - 2008/03/20 20:41
_____________________________________
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I definitely think we beat ourselves.  A&M was very beatable tonight.  We simply 1) shot poorly and 2) could not rebound
to save our lives.



Our defense was AWESOME until the first shot, then we seemed to have no prayer of getting the rebound and A&M
repeatedly scored on 2nd and 3rd chances.

============================================================================

Re:Step Back
Posted by Gunk - 2008/03/20 21:10
_____________________________________

We beat ourselves. They fact one player scored nearly half their points shows that. We should have contained him.



Poor rebounding on our part shows a lack of hussle, aggressiveness, and fundamentals. These guys know how to box
out. They've been taught how to do it since they were 8 years old. Whether they decide to actually do what they were
taught is a mental decision on their part.



We beat ourselves. A&M did not dazzle us. There were no heroic efforts. They played solid fundamental basketball and
beat a team that was sitting on their heals.

============================================================================

Re:Step Back
Posted by cougarfan144 - 2008/03/20 21:20
_____________________________________

We lost to a team that won't shoot 30% from 3 point range in its next game because it will be on its heels. The very
reason they beat us was confidence. They were never intimidated by us. The same can't be said of us tonight. 

On the flip side, if you watch A&M on Saturday, they will look very much like we did today.

============================================================================

Re:Step Back
Posted by USPc.40 - 2008/03/20 21:39
_____________________________________

Seems to me that you've got to be able to have other options when the outside shots aren't dropping.  It would have
been nice to have more of an inside game vs NC in the second half earlier this year. 'Nova a couple of years ago had
some unbelievable guards and went deep into the tournament.  That was a fun team to watch, but you knew they were
going to go cold and lose before it was all said and done.

============================================================================

Re:Step Back
Posted by imuakahuku - 2008/03/20 22:54
_____________________________________

I would just like to know why BYU doesn't play the way they do all year?  There was almost no attempt at dribble
penetration to open up uncontested three's.  They just passed the ball around the perimeter and there would not be a
great option on the outside.  Of course when there was an open three it was missed too.  But I have to say that I think
Rose needs to take a page out of Bronco's book and challenge or command or whatever it takes, but make the players
practice free throws until their arms fall off.  If they would have made just two or three more then they would have
probably been tied at the end not needing to take desparation shots or foul the other team.  Three's are a streak shot
whereas free throws should be almost automatic.  Free throw are like field goals in football.  If it's a blowout then so what
but in a close game they can easily lead to a win or a loss (if you miss).



As for Plaisted, he needs to practice going left and hooking with the right.  He also needs to practice doing a duck under
from both moves.  That would give him four options and he would be unstoppable (except that he would get fouled and
miss half of them).

============================================================================
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Re:Step Back
Posted by Stallone - 2008/03/20 23:34
_____________________________________

cszjr wrote:

Look at shooting percentage.  And all those misses were not necessarily contested.  We just didn't play.  It shows up in
the stats.



Don't get me wrong, the Aggies played well.  They did what they had to do to win.  But they did not dominate.





You're right, they didn't dominate, and never did I say that. The stats show we got out played. Everyone needs to quit
saying we beat ourselves. It was clear that A&M was the better team tonight. Saying we beat ourselves or we just didn't
play is a cop out.

============================================================================

Re:Step Back
Posted by Stallone - 2008/03/20 23:45
_____________________________________

Gunk wrote:

We beat ourselves. They fact one player scored nearly half their points shows that. We should have contained him.



Poor rebounding on our part shows a lack of hussle, aggressiveness, and fundamentals. These guys know how to box
out. They've been taught how to do it since they were 8 years old. Whether they decide to actually do what they were
taught is a mental decision on their part.



We beat ourselves. A&M did not dazzle us. There were no heroic efforts. They played solid fundamental basketball and
beat a team that was sitting on their heals.



Carter's 26 is closer to a 1/3 of their points rather than half. He also shot 62% from the field. I'm sure Dave Rose said,
Lets leave open the guy who led the country in 3 point shooting last year... He had his 2nd best game point wise in 4
years of collegiate basketball. 



You will never hear any of the BYU players say they beat themselves after this game. But you will hear them all say, I
mentally chose not to box out. Listen to sports radio on any station tomorrow, and you won't hear a single person say
they beat themselves.

============================================================================

Re:Step Back
Posted by Hawkeye-Coug - 2008/03/21 13:27
_____________________________________

Actually, if you listened to the A$M postgame interviews on the radio, the coach said they saw that in all BYU's games
against BYU's opponents they doubled down on defense.  So, they were expecting the three to be open, and planned for
it.  The A$M coach also said that they ran some sets and plays they hadn't all year.  Further, their player said he was
rather surprised to see how open he was early on.  It sounded like we were very predictable from listening to their
interviews.



So, yes, BYU took a calculated risk to make the Aggies shoot from outside, and early on left him open.  From listening to
the post-game, it sounds like BYU was outcoached in this one.  Perhaps the only good move Rose made was bringing in
Jimmer.



Go Cougs!!!!!!!!!

============================================================================

Re:Step Back
Posted by Gunk - 2008/03/22 13:25
_____________________________________

Stallone wrote:

Gunk wrote:
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We beat ourselves. They fact one player scored nearly half their points shows that. We should have contained him.



Poor rebounding on our part shows a lack of hussle, aggressiveness, and fundamentals. These guys know how to box
out. They've been taught how to do it since they were 8 years old. Whether they decide to actually do what they were
taught is a mental decision on their part.



We beat ourselves. A&M did not dazzle us. There were no heroic efforts. They played solid fundamental basketball and
beat a team that was sitting on their heals.



Carter's 26 is closer to a 1/3 of their points rather than half. He also shot 62% from the field. I'm sure Dave Rose said,
Lets leave open the guy who led the country in 3 point shooting last year... He had his 2nd best game point wise in 4
years of collegiate basketball. 



You will never hear any of the BYU players say they beat themselves after this game. But you will hear them all say, I
mentally chose not to box out. Listen to sports radio on any station tomorrow, and you won't hear a single person say
they beat themselves.



Did you read Lee's comments after the game? Certainly sounds like they didn't come at with all they got. 



Sure he "credits" A&M, but in the same breath he says "we're a better team." Yes, A&M played well, but that game was
in our grasp. We just couldn't squeeze tight enough. 



Carter had a "career" night, but we let him. He had way too many uncontested shots. The puts 20 points on the board,
but still we leave him wide open? You'd think we would have learned our lesson when we played UNLV. That's just lazy
defense. Rose should have adjusted to slow Carter down and the players should have stayed on him.

============================================================================

Re:Step Back
Posted by LaytonCougar - 2008/03/22 13:38
_____________________________________

imuakahuku wrote:

I would just like to know why BYU doesn't play the way they do all year?  There was almost no attempt at dribble
penetration to open up uncontested three's.  They just passed the ball around the perimeter and there would not be a
great option on the outside.  Of course when there was an open three it was missed too.  But I have to say that I think
Rose needs to take a page out of Bronco's book and challenge or command or whatever it takes, but make the players
practice free throws until their arms fall off.  If they would have made just two or three more then they would have
probably been tied at the end not needing to take desparation shots or foul the other team.  Three's are a streak shot
whereas free throws should be almost automatic.  Free throw are like field goals in football.  If it's a blowout then so what
but in a close game they can easily lead to a win or a loss (if you miss).



As for Plaisted, he needs to practice going left and hooking with the right.  He also needs to practice doing a duck under
from both moves.  That would give him four options and he would be unstoppable (except that he would get fouled and
miss half of them).





    I agree. Byu is a team with a bunch of spot up shooters. The only way to free them up is by penetration. When we dont
penetrate, we end up swinging the ball back and forth around the perimeter. Why do you think BYU has so many dry
spells throughout the game?? Go back and watch the games where we score 70-80 and you will see that it all starts with
penetration. That was our weakest area this year. We didn't have a guard that could get past his guy and break a
defense down. Fredette came on strong at the end, but because he was a freshman he mostly played like he didn't know
what he was allowed to do. If the offense was ran through him and he penetrated more I guarantee you would have seen
a team that would be playing UCLA today. I think that is the piece of the puzzle they will be able to fill next year. Byu will
be back and will win a game in the tournament next year. Watch and see....

============================================================================

Re:Step Back
Posted by MizzouCoug - 2008/03/22 15:02
_____________________________________

Anybody have TP's phone number--he's from Texas right? I'll have him come to my court and we can work on some low
post moves and a 10-ft jumper over the summer. I'll also get him to straighten that elbow out on those Shaq-esque "free"
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throws. I'm telling you, if he comes back next year and has the same "arsenal" IOW, drive left and throw up an ugly hook
and never follow the shot, then he will have earned the title of biggest disappointment in BYU b-ball history. 



We've discussed his game all year and thoroughly criticized it. Now in his final summer before playing in his final season
prior to potentially achieving his goals of being in the NBA, let's see how much he improves his game and becomes the
dominating force so many people think he already is. TP is welcome to come to my pad anytime he likes :)

============================================================================

Re:Step Back
Posted by KYCoug - 2008/03/22 16:42
_____________________________________

One consistant over the last couple of years is we are not a good tournament team.  That's one thing Rose needs to
figure out.  Some teams have it and we don't.  No matter how well we do next year you can expect another tough 8 - 9
seed with a difficult matchup. I'm not saying there's a conspiricy but we just need to prove we can win before we'll get
any respect.

============================================================================

Re:Step Back
Posted by Conosticator - 2008/03/22 22:29
_____________________________________

cougarfan144 wrote:

We lost to a team that won't shoot 30% from 3 point range in its next game because it will be on its heels. The very
reason they beat us was confidence. They were never intimidated by us. The same can't be said of us tonight. 

On the flip side, if you watch A&M on Saturday, they will look very much like we did today.



Well you were right about A&M's 3-point percentage but were off on everything else. A&M played with great confidence
against a much more talented UCLA team and unfortunately lost in the final 10 seconds - not exactly back "on its heels."



Two games in a row and their coach has had them well prepared to face their opponent and made adjustments in the
game to stay competitive. I like Rose but I'm still not sold on his ability to recognize the need for mid-game adjustments
or properly communicate that to the team. I do have great hope that he improves in that area because it's the only way
we'll be able to have tournament success.

============================================================================

Re:Step Back
Posted by SactoCoug - 2008/03/22 23:06
_____________________________________

Based on the abilities of players on the basketball team, they do pretty well.  In my opinion, you cannot win in the NCAA
tournament with slow spot up shooters, no low post play and no penetration.  Having said that, BYU has done well with
their current talent level.  Coach Rose does a good job with what he has.

============================================================================

Re:Step Back
Posted by Gunk - 2008/03/23 15:38
_____________________________________

Conosticator wrote:

cougarfan144 wrote:

We lost to a team that won't shoot 30% from 3 point range in its next game because it will be on its heels. The very
reason they beat us was confidence. They were never intimidated by us. The same can't be said of us tonight. 

On the flip side, if you watch A&M on Saturday, they will look very much like we did today.



Well you were right about A&M's 3-point percentage but were off on everything else. A&M played with great confidence
against a much more talented UCLA team and unfortunately lost in the final 10 seconds - not exactly back "on its heels."



Two games in a row and their coach has had them well prepared to face their opponent and made adjustments in the
game to stay competitive. I like Rose but I'm still not sold on his ability to recognize the need for mid-game adjustments
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or properly communicate that to the team. I do have great hope that he improves in that area because it's the only way
we'll be able to have tournament success.



Agree here. Sure Rose does his homework and teams and has players memorize their opponent's moves, but once the
opposing teams throw something different at him he either has a hard time picking it up or just can't seem to come up
with a solution.



Case in point, Wind and Carter. Obviously A&M was hitting outside shots. Time to cover the outside shot and put a body
on Carter at all times.

============================================================================
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