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Poppinga Signs With Miami
by Jeff Reynolds, BYU Athletic Communications

PROVO, Utah (April 27, 2008) -- During the 2008 NFL Draft, linebacker Kelly Poppinga kept hearing the Seattle
Seahawks and Miami Dolphins were most interested in his services. While neither team drafted him, both teams had
standing free-agent offers on the table by early Sunday evening.

"It was a tough decision," Poppinga said. "They both had identical offers and | was really leaning towards Seattle, but at
the last second, and | mean literally at the last second, | decided to sign with Miami. If was a really tough decision and |
really liked Seattle. Ultimately, | think Miami is the better fit."

Poppinga will find out exact travel details later, but he knows he'll be heading to Miami at the end of the week to get
ready for the Dolphins' mini camp.

"I'm really happy to be going to Miami," he said. "It's time to start playing football again."

In Miami, Poppinga will meet up with former teammate John Beck and another BYU alum, John Denney. Beck is entering
his second season with the Dolphins and will be challenging for the starting quarterback job during the offseason.
Denney, a special teams performer, is entering his fourth season for the Dolphins.

"I think the Dolphins are lucky to get someone like Kelly," Beck said. "I know they will be very happy with his character,
work ethic, and the fact that he comes from a winning tradition at BYU."

Poppinga started all 13 games as a senior at BYU, leading the Cougars with a career-best 113 tackles on the season.
The 6-foot-2, 240-pound native of Evanston, Wyo., turned in 46 solo tackles and was credited with 7.5 tackles for a
combined loss of 18 yards. He also had one interception, five pass break-ups and thee hurries. He was also selected as
a second-team All-Mountain West Conference performer and was a two-time Academic All-MWC selection.

Poppinga's brother, Brady, is preparing for his fourth season as an outside linebacker for the Green Bay Packers.

Re:Dolphins sign Poppinga

Posted by craigoscarson - 2008/04/27 19:07

This is the one major advantage of going in as a FA over 6th or 7th rd pick. You can chose where you feel you can win a
job. Some late rd picks get pigeon holed into a no win proposition.

Re:Dolphins sign Poppinga

Posted by declocoug - 2008/04/28 16:56

craigoscarson wrote:
This is the one major advantage of going in as a FA over 6th or 7th rd pick. You can chose where you feel you can win a
job. Some late rd picks get pigeon holed into a no win proposition.

Too bad his job is going to be in miami. :laugh:

Re:Dolphins sign Poppinga

Posted by PP3 - 2008/04/28 18:10

Yeabh its pretty tough to go to Miami after being in sunny Utah so long, poor Kelly.
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Re:Dolphins sign Poppinga

Posted by Conosticator - 2008/04/28 19:26

Yeah and Kelly is in a tough position trying to break into Miami's All-Pro LB corps. ;)

Re:Dolphins sign Poppinga

Posted by declocoug - 2008/05/11 23:05

PP3 wrote:
Yeabh its pretty tough to go to Miami after being in sunny Utah so long, poor Kelly.

PP3, After spending half a summer in Houston I've got to say the weather in Utah rocks. 4 seasons, snow (Which is
great for imagining you are a rally car driver), and no humidity. AND you actually know what direction you are driving
with the mountains always visible. You can have Florida, I'm moving to Alaska.
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