Pick the Winners - Any Upsets?

Posted by jmchess1 - 2008/07/02 15:17

Below are what | think are games (these are not all of the games being played on this date) to follow - as far as teams
and scores are concerned on the first full week of Div. | football - Saturday, August 30th. Losses to any the favored
teams could bode well for BYU (assuming BYU wins). Do you see any upsets here? I've marked the games that | thought
could go either way. What's your thoughts?
Louisiana-Monroe at Auburn

Hawaii at Florida

Tennessee-Martin at South Florida
Georgia Southern at Georgia

Utah at Michigan

Western Michigan at Nebraska
Youngstown State at Ohio State
Chattanooga at Oklahoma

Coastal Carolina at Penn State

Florida Atlantic at Texas

Akron at Wisconsin

Villanova at West Virginia

South Carolina State at UCF

Washington at Oregon

Southern Utah at Air Force

Ohio at Wyoming

USC at Virginia

Appalachian State at LSU

McNeese State at North Carolina

TCU at New Mexico

Northern lowa at Brigham Young

Arkansas State at Texas A&M

Eastern Washington at Texas Tech

North Texas at Kansas State

Boston College at Kent State

Michigan State at California

Idaho State at Boise State

Alabama at Clemson

Northern Arizona at Arizona State
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Re:Pick the Winners - Any Upsets?

Posted by ProV1 - 2008/07/02 16:03

jmchess1 wrote:

Louisiana-Monroe at Auburn
Hawaii at Florida
Tennessee-Martin at South Florida
Georgia Southern at Georgia
Utah at Michigan

Western Michigan at Nebraska
Youngstown State at Ohio State
Chattanooga at Oklahoma
Coastal Carolina at Penn State
Florida Atlantic at Texas

Akron at Wisconsin

Villanova at West Virginia

South Carolina State at UCF
Washington at Oregon

Southern Utah at Air Force

Ohio at Wyoming

USC at Virginia

Appalachian State at LSU
McNeese State at North Carolina
TCU at New Mexico

Northern lowa at Brigham Young
Arkansas State at Texas A&M
Eastern Washington at Texas Tech
North Texas at Kansas State
Boston College at Kent State
Michigan State at California
Idaho State at Boise State
Alabama at Clemson

Northern Arizona at Arizona State

Boring picks | know but book 'em!

Re:Pick the Winners - Any Upsets?

Posted by gm;j81 - 2008/07/03 00:50

You really think that UW has a chance at Oregon? I'm not saying they don't, and | would love it if they did, but | just think
that UW would have a really hard time pulling that one off.

Re:Pick the Winners - Any Upsets?

Posted by SkumBucket - 2008/07/03 01:23

gmj81 wrote:
You really think that UW has a chance at Oregon? I'm not saying they don't, and | would love it if they did, but | just think
that UW would have a really hard time pulling that one off.

da dawgs and da ducks playing the first game of the season makes it pretty difficult to predict a wiener. :P

ive always wondered about schools such as duckville where classes don't start until 9/29, after the 5th game of the
season. i wonder how much students have to pay since they've already missed half of the season?
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Re:Pick the Winners - Any Upsets?

Posted by jmchess1 - 2008/07/03 06:31

Have you noticed a trend here? A majority of the big name schools have a rather easy opening opponent. Sure there are
about a half dozen exceptions, but for the most part the top schools start with a soft schedule. Not that that is wrong, but
that is interesting. There are advantages and disadvantages for starting with an easy schedule.

What do you think is a disadvantage? | can think of one: The pollsters probably don't get too impressed with a team that
wins a game they are supposed to win, so a team doesn't move up much with such a win. What do you think?

Re:Pick the Winners - Any Upsets?

Posted by BlueRhyno - 2008/07/03 09:33

| agree, beating high school teams may lead to getting leap-frogged rather moving up. However, | still see the benefits to
playing "warm-up" games too. Last year's October game didn't make an sense at all.

Re:Pick the Winners - Any Upsets?

Posted by jmchess1 - 2008/07/03 10:01

You're probably right, but | hope that every team BYU plays is undefeated at the time BYU plays them - every team
(including the team up north)!.

Re:Pick the Winners - Any Upsets?

Posted by ProV1 - 2008/07/03 13:45

gmj81 wrote:
You really think that UW has a chance at Oregon? I'm not saying they don't, and | would love it if they did, but | just think
that UW would have a really hard time pulling that one off.

This is my favorite, when someone makes a prediction and you in essence guffaw at it. You know as much about both
programs as | do, it's the first game of the year, emotions will be running high, so who knows what's going to happen?
Not you. Why can't UW pull off the win? Inexperienced injured teams have won on the road before. It's not like it's
impossible. Plus, since | will be rooting for them | may as well pick them.

Re:Pick the Winners - Any Upsets?

Posted by LehiCougar - 2008/07/05 16:31

ProV1 wrote:

gmj81 wrote:

You really think that UW has a chance at Oregon? I'm not saying they don't, and | would love it if they did, but | just think
that UW would have a really hard time pulling that one off.

This is my favorite, when someone makes a prediction and you in essence guffaw at it. You know as much about both
programs as | do, it's the first game of the year, emotions will be running high, so who knows what's going to happen?
Not you. Why can't UW pull off the win? Inexperienced injured teams have won on the road before. It's not like it's
impossible. Plus, since | will be rooting for them | may as well pick them.

Maybe I'm not egotistical enough to see this but | didn't think gm was guffawing at your pick, | think he was politely
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voicing that he himself thought it would be a long shot. If you aren't tough enough to have your opinions second-guessed
maybe you should pick another venue to make them known...

As far as big teams scheduling patsies in the preseason, maybe that's how we REALLY know BYU has arrived- we have
Northern lowa Utah State on the schedule ;) . | think the big schools typically think the preseason is kind of "warm up" for
the REAL season, which is conference play where they compete for an automatic BCS bid. So they don't want to
jeopardize their chances by risking injury/horrible defeat for all 4 weeks of non-conference play. That in contrast with a
non-BCS school that has to go undefeated AND play good teams to get a sniff from the BCS, thus making theirs a much
more 12-game season, rather than just meaningful conference play. Just a thought!
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